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favorite

thing about living
on campus is
constant community.

"
Southview apartments are home to 160 students--usually
use the grounds as part of their living space.

seniors. They live in groups of six, sharing a large living area and a kitchen. These students, like many, also
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t'san interesting irony that students always
have opinions about where and how they
live on campus, yet say that housing accommodations did not playa significant role in
their decision about where to attend college.
Senior Nick Vander Kwaak from Johnston,
Iowa, says, "Housing is a plus, but it wasn't a
big deciding factor in where I went."
Sophomore Joya Gerritsma from St.
Catharines, Ontario, answers "Not at all" to the
question of whether housing affected her decision about where to go to college, then having
second thoughts adds. "Maybe if it had been
really bad it would have made a difference.
Overall, the housing here is good," says
Gerritsma. Most students seem to agree,
according to student services staff.
Ken Boersma, vice president for student services who has had experience in both small
college and large university residence life
administration describes Dordt's housing as
exceptional.
"One of the most positive things about our
housing is the fact that it is maintained and
updated so regularly," he says. Many institutions defer maintenance on facilities and especially residence balls. Witbin the past few
years, most of Dordt's residences have been
built new or significantly renovated.
Replacement of carpeting and repainting is
scheduled to happen on a regular basis.

Students notice this commitment. Vander
Kwaak says clean, spacious rooms are what he
values most about where he lives. While he
notes that not all Dordt rooms are as spacious
as others, moving from residence halls as a
freshman to apartment living as a seniorespecially in Southview-allows students to
have both. The clean. well-kept rooms are
noted and appreciated by most students.
First-year student Erin Houtsma from South
Holland, Illinois. lives in East Hall with her
roommate, Katie Boer. The entire hall was
renovated a year ago, with new carpeting,
paint, and lighting brightening the rooms. This
summer attractive oak lofts were built into each
room. While Houtsma says housing options had
little effect on her decision to attend Dordt, she
appreciates the cleanliness and upkeep of the
residence halls. "Our room is very comfortable
and feels like horne." she says. "The lofts make
the room more spacious and inviting. It's so
much easier for Katie and me to be doing two
different things in the room-like studying and
sleeping-without feeling like we're invading
each others' space." This past summer North
Hall received a similar renovation.
Director of Resident Life Sandi Altena, who
has stayed in numerous university residences at
young people's conventions, says that while the
amount of space at Dordt is comparable to that
at most other institutions, its upkeep is generally better. Yet she also notes that despite students' general appreciation for such surround-

ings, amount of space or newness of rooms is
not in the end the most important housing
factor for most Dordt students.
"What's most important is where their
friends are," she says. In her experience with
assigning rooms, almost all students would give
up a better room for the opportunity to be
where they want to be.
"My favorite thing about living on campus
is constant community," says Vander Kwaak:.
"My friends are around me all the time, and
whenever I want to talk to someone, they are
within walking distance."
Freshman Andrew De Young from
Minneapolis, Minnesota, agrees. "It's not so
much the physical aspects of college housing
that make you feel comfortable, but the social
aspects. The RA can make a big difference in
making you feel at home and so can having
really good next door neighbors."
Houtsma says. "Oddly enough. I really like
having community bathrooms. It's always open,
and you don't have to worry about a showering
schedule. And you meet so many people by
talking to them when you're getting ready for
bed. I think the most important thing about
good housing is the sense of community and
cleanliness. Dordt does a good job of both.··
With 1200 students living on campus, that
sense of community is crucial, says Altena. And
it is something she and her residence life staff
work at building very consciously.
continued on page 2
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I would
feel cut off if

I didn't live
on campus.

"
Women in Covenant Hall arrange

their modular furniture

in a variety of ways to make their rooms comfortable

and homey.

continued from page one
"Community experience is essential in the
development of the whole person," Altena says.
Putting people in community is almost always a
catalyst for growth, she believes. Even roommate conflicts can be good because they help
individuals learn how to work through difficulties in life, she says.
"I have a favorite line from one of Marva
Dawn's books that says something like 'God puts
people in our churches that we don't like so that

as Christians we learn how to love better.' That
applies to college communities too," Altena says.
Encountering differences and diversity are
good for the maturing process, and even though
Dordt students do not deal with as much diversity as students do at some schools, opportunities to grow through living in community are
present. Altena says she encourages residence
life counselors to help students in their wings
and buildings not just tolerate diversity but celebrate it. That may present challenges on a

From the president

campus where many people come from similar
backgrounds, but it is worth doing, she says.
But does having so many people living in
such a small area present special problems? Not
really, Altena says. In some ways it gives the
residence life staff more opportunities to
accomplish their goals. Resident assistants,
each of whom is responsible for thirty-five to
forty-five students, are trained to look for
opportunities to engage students in discussions
about problems they face in their living or
studying and issues they confront through the
news or in their classes.
Much of the interaction is reacting to what
is happening in students' lives. "If we can help
someone deal with conflict in a Christian way,
we'll have helped not only build commuuity
but helped a person grow," says Altena. If they
can encourage students in an informal way to
critically thiuk through political or cultural
issues from a Christian point of view they will
have done their job.
The approach must be working, because few
students even request to live off campus.
"I would feel cut off if I didn't live on campus," says Gerritsma. "You never know when
something fun is going to happen with your
friends-and it usually happens spontaneously."
Altena can attest to the fact that in years when
housing is tight, most groups of student who
are housed off campus are not happy.
"Students come here partly for the sense of
community," Altena says. Boersma adds, "The
large percentage of students on campus really
does give a sense of belonging, a sense of
family." That sense stays with many students
long after they leave campus.
continued on page 3

_

Now more than ever

A

Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

If we hadn't

known

it before, we surely

are aware today
that world view really
does make a difference.

"
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lthough if happened nearly forty years
ago, I remember well what bothered me
most about my grandfather's funeral.
What troubled me was the trip to the cemetery.
As we drove in procession through the city
streets, it really struck me that life around us just
carried on as if nothing had happened at all. I
wanted to roll down the window and scream,
"How can you just carryon your daily lives as if
nothing has happened. Don't you know my
Grandpa's dead!"
On September II, 200 I, the whole world
did come to a stop. In one short hour of terror
broadcast live across the globe, life changed irreversibly and no task we carry out will ever again
seem quite the same.
For a few, daily work suddenly took on
new urgency. Border patrol officers, FBI agents,
emergency workers, airline pilots. For those of
us in these and similar positions, our tasks no
longer seemed routine. We now knew that truly
each decision we made and each assignment we
began could literally mean the difference
between life and death-for us and possibly for
thousands more.
For others, however, we found that our
daily responsibilities suddenly seemed to have
shrunk in significance. What seemed so important just moments before now hardly seemed to
matter as earth-shaking horrors unfolded as we
watched. For those of us in education, we wondered whether we should even carryon with
class. Lectures on arcane topics and readings
from dusty books appeared almost profanely
trivial in light of the overwhelming gravity of
national-even global-trauma.
To be honest, when I was a teenager and
my grandfather died, it didn't take long before 1
too was back to delivering newspapers, practicing piano, and going to school and church. In
short, in no time at all 1 also had slipped again
right into the routines of life that on the way to
the cemetery had seemed to desecrate my own
remembrances and griefs.

But now that I myself am a grandfather and
responsible for encouraging an entire educational community, I've found myself asking
whether, in the light of a civilization literally
crumbling before our eyes, it's even right to ask
people to continue on with their ordinary work.
The events of September 11, 200 I, could easily
be seen as forever diminishing the common dayto-day activities such as teaching, studying, raising funds, repairing buildings, gathering new
students, running the campus infrastructure-and
all the other activities that make up a college
campus.
In the end, however, I've concluded that
probably the borrors of September 200 I have
imbued the work of Christ-centered higher education with even greater significance than it had
even just weeks ago when this academic year
began. In short, tbe type of biblically-based,
comprehensive education embodied at Dordt
College and similar institutions plays a critical
role in our Christian responsibility, now more
than ever.
If we hadn't known it before, we surely are
aware today that world view really does make a
difference. Reformed and Christian colleges that
emphasize tbe critical need for a biblicallyshaped world view are on the front lines of
preparing the coming generations of leaders and
citizens for Christ's kingdom work of confronting the spirits of the age. There are many
places students can pick up information. The
value of a Christian college that is dedicated to
shaping a world view that will use such inforrnation to develop a God-honoring culture ought to
be clear, now more than ever.
Similarly, if we weren't conscious of it previously, today we certainly can't ignore the
reality that the critical issue of our educational
journey is not whether we've honed our techniques but, rather, whether we've developed a
biblical perspective for using our abilities in service. Technical ability is essential for serving
God's kingdom. But technical ability can destroy

/

even faster than it can build up. The need for
Christ-centered education that refuses to separate
learning technical skill for our profession from
biblical perspectives of service seems readily
apparent, now more than ever. So too, it ought
now to be clear that there is great value in gaining an education for a lifetime rather than just
training for a first job. On the one hand, recent
events have made clear our need for higbly
trained workers-firefighters, construction crews,
medical technicians, military personnel, and all
the rest. At the same time, this is also a new day
in which national leaders and captains of business and finance publicly declare that the old
rules of economic and social development were
turned upside down in just one awful morning.
In such a world the kingdom of Christ needs
leaders who are educated so broadly tbat they
can quickly retool for the new challenges that lie
ahead. The comprehensive educational process
of the residential Christian college is designed to
prepare well-informed citizens and leaders to
carry out the kingdom service of God's people.
And ever growing cadres of such well-prepared
and thoroughly-educated Christian citizens and
leaders in Christ's kingdom are clearly needed,
now more than ever.
Clearly these are not ordinary times. And
neither is it the time for ordinary education.
Extraordinary times demand extraordinary
response-in education too. In the aftermath of
September 11, many people lined up to enlist in
the response-by giving blood, by making donations, by offering prayers.
My own prayer is that the Christian community also will enlist anew in the educational
task of providing the coming generations of
leadership for God's kingdom work. Now is not
the time to be satisfied with ordinary educational
responses. Now more than ever the need of the
day is for Christ-honoring, God-glorifying education. As our college motto says, Soli Deo
Gloria. Now more than ever, in education too, to
God alone be all the glory.
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(cont. from page two)
"Living together and getting to know a
group of people who will be lifelong
friends is an exciting time of life," says
Ken Boersma, vice president for student
services. He and his staff work hard to
complement the education students are
gaining in the classroom with good living
and learning experiences in the rest of their
day. He is pleased with the options Oordt
offers students both in physical facilities
and community support. Living with people of varying interests and majors enriches
the living experience, he believes.
Oordt is somewhat unique for a school
of its size, Boersma says, in that it provides
different kinds of living situations. First
and second-year students generally live in
dormitory-style residence halls with two to
a room and communal baths or four-person
suites with their own bath. Most juniors
and seniors live in apartments that vary in
size but accommodate six people and allow
students to do their own cooking. This is a
bit unusual, says Boersma, since most colleges and universities require students living on campus to purchase a meal ticket.
Boersma is also happy with the North
Hall renovations of this summer. All residence halls now have direct Internet hookups, giving students more flexibility in
choosing where they work. Next on the
schedule of renovations is East Campus,
completing the current round of updating in
campus housing.

North Hall received a major facelift tbis summer, especially the lounge.

Prayer for Freshman
Commissioning Service
Given A.D. 2001 August 26 at Dordt Chapel

L

et us come before the Throne of God in

prayer:

Almighty Sovereign and Triune God, by
whom all things were made, Creator of more
than 200 billion stars in our Galaxy, of which
our Sun is but one rather average example,
and Maker of more than fifty billion galaxies,
truly, You like to make some of Your toys
very, very, very large indeed! In Your sight
the Earth is like fine dust on the scales, the
nations of humankind, a drop in a bucket.
To come before such a great God makes
us quiver in our boots! As it is written, "It is
a fearful thing to fall into the Hands of the
Living God."

Parents took the opportunity
orientation weekend.

Fall 2001

Nevertheless, Your eye is upon all us
sparrows here. There is no escaping Your
vision. You made us and put us on this planet
for a purpose. Through various circumstances and events, You have brought us to
Oordt College today.
Commission us all: students to be students, faculty to be faculty, staff to be staff,
parents to be parents-all of us to be Your disciples and servants. Commission us, 0 Lord
-we cannot commission ourselves.
Fill us with awe and wonder at Your
sovereign grace in Christ, and fill us with reverence for the astonishing wonders of Your
vast Creation. Remind us from this day forth
that we never, never, never walk alone! Let
us then soar on the wings of eagles in your
power through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

to talk with faculty members at an informal reception held during freshman

The contemporary

redesign was done by alum Kristin (Boogerd) Mellema.

Enrollment
remains steady
ordt College begins the new academic
year with 383 new freshmen. Total
enrollment for summer and fall
sessions includes 1406 undergraduates and
116 graduates for a total of 1522 students.
Early reports indicate that the 2001-02
student body comes from thirty-seven states,
six Canadian provinces and eighteen other
countries.
Dordt College continues to see a
significant increase in graduate enrollment.
The number of students taking a course for
graduate credit jumped from forty-eight last
year to sixty-two this year. Dr. Kevin Eames,
the new director of graduate education says,
"I am encouraged by the strong enrollment
figures for the graduate program. The
numbers indicate a confidence in a graduate
program that has been academically strong
in the past, and I am certain will continue into
the future."
Undergraduate students show a strong
tendency to return. The effective retention
rate is eighty-one percent, a high percentage
when compared with colleges similar to
Oordt. The number of students transferring to
Dordt from other colleges remains steady at
forty-four.
The strength of the retention, transfer,
and graduate enrollments has helped offset
lower undergraduate enrollments this year.
President Carl E. Zylstra notes that the
decrease in undergraduate students has
been anticipated. He adds, "Oordt College
has made significant strides in offsetting
this trend by developing our graduate
program and other summer undergraduate
programs." Last year Oordt College enrolled
seventy-two summer graduate, six fall
graduate and 1420 fall undergraduate
students, for a total of 1498 students. This
year, Oordt enrolled 116 summer graduate,
three summer undergraduate, and 1403 fall
undergraduate students, for a total of 1522
students.

/

This year 1225
students come from
the U.S., hailing from
thirty-seven different
states, and 149 students
come from six
Canadian provinces.
In addition, tbere are
twenty-two foreign
students, from
Bulgaria, Bahrain,
Bahamas, Ghana,
Germany, Kenya,
Mexico, Nigeria,
the Netherlands,
Peru, Romania,
Russia, Sweden,
Turkey, Ukraine,
Slovakia, West
Africa, and Zambia.
The most popular
major is elementary
education, with 216
students. Next on the
list are business
administration (171),
agriculture (92),
engineering (88),
social work (62),
and HPER (60).
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Around campus
genuinely put my world view into my
teaching
One of the people most excited about the
program is the new director of the program,
Dr. Kevin Eames. Eames, the former Chief
Learning Officer at ExecuTrain Corporation in
Alpharetta, Georgia, believes that the strengths
of Dordt's program lie in its depth of content,
its talented and dedicated staff, and the committed students it attracts.
Eames is also exited about the future of the
program, especially current efforts to expand
course offerings through distance learning technology. Last spring Dr. Dennis Vander Plaats
offered a course for middle school teachers over
the web, using Blackboard software to create an
interactive vehicle for students to get assign-

Graduate education
program grows
Sally Jongsma

The

program offers

an innovative format,
giving students an
in-depth program,
but requiring them
to spend a minimal

amount of time
on campus.

"

D

ordt's graduate education

program com-

pleted another successful summer session this July. One hundred and sixteen

students spent one to three weeks on campus,
taking courses that ranged from "Advanced
Educational Psychology" to "What's New
Besides Harry," a course about children's litera-

degree program; the others took courses to meet
staff development requirements in their schools.
The master's program continues to grow
steadily, as do enthusiasm and appreciation for it.
In their end-of-course evaluations students wrote:
• I have learned so much. This was a "transforming" class for me in that it will change
many aspects of how I approach teaching
• I was challenged to approach learning in a
new way, which in tum broadened my understanding of the leamer, how I should teach,
and what I teach.
• 1 have gained so much! An inspiring combination of theory and practice that is inten-

a Spanish language worship meeting at Covenant
Christian Reformed Church, and talking with children living in local trailer parks.
It took half the summer to get the details in
place, De Jong said, but then with the help of two
Dordt friends, Bobbie Schouten and Shari
Olmstead, they offered four sessions focusing on
four elements of design: line, color, shape, and
texture. They drew lines with a variety of objects,
experimenting with mixing colors, used vegeta-

approach in which students come to campus for
the first summer, take courses via the web in the
second summer, and study on campus again
during the third year for capstone courses. He
also hopes for greater collaboration with otherReformed colleges and universities who have
master's programs in education.
Eames says he's "tickled pink" to be in his
new position. He looks forward to teaching and
working with students to write and do the
research needed to produce visionary leaders in
education.

Artists visit

L

evi O'bem Yakubu and his wife, Gnuemo,

excellent job of modeling what she believes
is important.

pottery, including

Haan Education Conference to focus on the
Christian School as a faith-nurturing institution

Bi],

schools intentionally

nurture the faith of our children?

Can

we measure such nurture? How can the school more effectively partner with
other faith-nurturing institutions, such as home, church, and media?
These and related questions will be explored at the next B.J. Haan Education

Conference, schedoled for April 10-12. 2002. The conference will open at 7:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 10, and conclude at noon on Friday, April 12. This interactive
conference seeks to deepen our understanding of faith nurture and of the Christian
school as a place where God will dwell. Teachers and principals come together with

raku firings.

Levi is the president of Dajo Pottery Ltd.
in Makurdi, "the first marble-ceramic
tableware manufacturers
in Africa."

Appeals Court

O

n October

23, the Iowa State Court of

Appeals met on Dordt's campus. The
session, which meets at different locations
around the state. is open to the public. This
fall's event was arranged by Court of Appeals
Judge Terry Huitink and Lawyer Mike
Jacobsma, an adjunct instructor at Dordt.

fellow educators to construct action steps to implemeot what they will learn.
The program director is Dr. Syd Hielema of Dordt College. Additional resource
persons are Ren Siebenga (Toronto Christian High School) for secondary education, Barb Hoekstra (Dordt College) and Al Bandstra (Sioux Center Christian) for
middle school, and John Vanderhoek (educational consultant in B.C.) for elemen-

During the session of the court, a threejudge panel heard both criminal and civil
cases. Pre-law students observed the proceedings and had lunch with the judges.
"The court system is a bit mysterious to

tary education.
There is no registration fee. School teams are encouraged to participate, but individuals are also welcome. For more information and preregistration, contact the conference coordinator, Dr. John Van Dyk (jvandyk@dordt.edu
or 712-722-6354).

some people," says Jacobsma. "Most people
don't know exactly what goes on." The appeals
court makes an effort use its varied meeting
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to ten-year-old children in the Hispanic
community in Sioux Center.
De long advertised by hanging posters around
town, talking with leaders of Amistad Christiana,

bles to make differently shaped stamps, and made
rubbings and mosaics of differently textured
objects.
"The kids were so enthusiastic about.every
activity we did," De long said. "I hope and pray
that these kids will always be as enthusiastic
about life as they are now and that they will use
their creative gifts to honor their creator."
De long and her husband, Brent, are considering mission opportunities that will allow them to
teach, or serve as work group or youth leaders.

Campus capsules-------from Makurdi, Nigeria, spent a week on
campus as guests of the art department.
Following a public reception in the art
gallery, they presented a public lecture on life
and work in Africa. In addition they gave a
public demonstration
of their batik work and

She also showed me how to

ing the last GIFf service (a student praise service
held on campus) of the school year," said De Jong.
The speaker challenged members of the audience
to look for some way to serve during the summer
even if they were staying in their hometowns.
"I was challenged to look at my passions and
gifts and use them in service for God," said De

tance from the college but would like to take
more courses. The program has included students from as far as California, Washington, and

that not everything can be done well by remote
connection.
Eames's dream is to have a sandwich

Of the 116 people who attended courses this
summer, thirty are enrolled in the graduate

E

long. As an elementary education major with an
art minor, she decided to offer an art class to five-

campus-and

away from home.

very summer a number of students commit
their vacation to serving people in other
settings or countries. Senior Lori De long
decided to find a way to serve at home, while she
worked to pay for this year's tuition. She offered
a summer art class for Hispanic children in the
area.
"The idea came last spring when I was attend-

that these online courses are a good way to
deliver information and still allow some
interaction.
"It is a more self-directed experience," he
says. Online learning has also gotten positive
responses from students who live a long dis-

British Columbia.
"We'd like to reduce the time spent on campus but not eliminate it," Eames says, adding

• Excellent model of a Christian teacher who
practices what she believes.
• This course was a practical and appropriate
class for the program. It is the class that will
directly impact my teaching more than any
other I have taken. The instructor does an

H

Although Eames believes that students do
need to spend some time in real classrooms discussing around a table with classmates, he feels

ture. The program offers an innovative format,
giving students an in-depth program, but requiring them to spend a minimal amount of time on

tionally founded in Scripture.
• A fantastic blend of teacher direction and
class interaction/contributions.

owcan Christian

ments, carryon class discussions online, e-mail
the professor, and chat with fellow students
enrolled in the course.

Dordt senior
offers art class to
local children

locations to educate the public about its operations. Judges welcome the opportunity to talk

with students, and political studies professors
and pre-law students appreciate the opportunity
to see the judicial system in process.

Website gets redesign
isitors to Dordt's website noticed a new
look this summer. A major part of the
project was to separate the external site from
the internal site known on campus as DENJS.

V

The site is now more usable for those off
campus who wish to get information about
the college. Prospective students, alumni,
friends, parents, and employers will now have
an easier time finding what they are looking
for. says Webmaster Brady Fopma.
In addition to a new look, the site has a
more consistent look for all pages. Previously,
some pages were maintained by department
or staff members. Now all information that
appears on the external site goes through the
public relations office first.
Other features include a new virtual tour
of campus, a better online calendar for campus events, and a more regularly updated
news and events page. Sports information is
updated daily.
Perhaps the most significant change internally is a new connection to the college
databases that allows the site to pull information more easily from these sources. Changes
are easier to make and should help keep
information

more current.

/
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Art majors get
hands-on experience
with Art Center
Andrew De Yc:mng

F

Dordt athletes show high graduation rate

A;

a time when college athletics programs across the country regularly
eceive negative press for low graduation rates and misuse of funds, Dordt College
has recorded one of the higher graduation rates
in the country for its athletes.
According to Athletic Director Rick Vander
Berg, sixty-seven percent of freshmen that
enter Dordt College complete a four-year
degree. Dordt athletes do even better: seventyone percent of them graduate.
The recently released report by the Knight
Foundation Commission on Intercollegiate
Athletics lists graduation rates for NCAA
Division I-A schools at thirty-four percent for
basketball players and fifty-five percent for
football players. For teams that reach national
tournaments the numbers are even lower.
In the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA), in which
Dordt athletes compete, athletes graduate at a
rate of forty-six percent. The general graduation rate for NAIA-affiliated schools is fortytwo percent, although many of the schools in
Dordt's regional conference post graduation
rates of fifty-two to fifty-eight percent.
What keeps Dordt's rate high? The quality
of our athletes, says Vander Berg. "They come
with a perspective that is in balance. They
come first of all for an education."
Although Vander Berg acknowledges that

Big fish uncovered

D

ordt professor James Mahaffy and
Dordt graduate Evan De Groot uncovered
a fossilized fish earlier this year just south of
Westfield, Iowa. De Groot found the fossil in
Cretaceous rock, which also contains the bones
of dinosaurs. The fossil, an ichthyodectid
fish, is a very significant discovery, according
to Mahaffy "There have been quite a few of
these fish found out West, but not here."
De Groot found the fossil in March when
he came across a piece of the fish's jaw while
looking for shark's teeth. He began, with the
help of his father and Mahaffy, to extract the
fossil from the ground. The fossil was
extracted in May, and now De Groot is uncovering it. He plans to donate it to Dordt when
he is finished.

Dordt students dominate
poetry contest again
Iowa Poetry Association has announced
.1 the winners of their 200 Ipoetry contest. In
the college division, which had sixty-nine
entries, Dordt students won four of the five top
spots: Sarah Eekhoff earned second place;
Robert Keizer, third place; Sara Viss, first honorable mention; and Rose Ann Vander Wal,
second honorable mention. In October, the
Iowa Poetry Association will publish the students' poems in Lyrical Iowa 2001, an anthology that will include poems by students at all

any generalization is just that, he says most of
the athletes he's taught and coached throughout his career at Dordt have been very concerned about their education-s-to the point that
if a coach or a sport takes too much time from
their work, they will reconsider whether they
should continue to play.
Maybe because of these factors Dordt also
boasts a high number of Scholar-Athletes. In
fact, Dordt is a leader in the number of
Scholar-Athletes in the NAIA.
"The irony to me always is that many students actually earn a higher GPA while they
are involved in intercollegiate athletics than
during the semester they may not be," says
Vander Berg. The discipline needed to keep up
with both their studies and their sport actually
helps them achieve more, he believes.
Dordt coaches all believe that academics
come first, Vander Berg adds, admitting that
the role is sometimes a struggle-especially
when it seems that a little more practice might
make the difference between a winning streak
and a losing one. But they believe students
should live healthy, balanced lives.
Dordt athletes come from almost every
major, from engineering to communication.
And three-quarters of them play all four years
they're at Dordt. For Vander Berg and the
other coaches on staff, those are rewarding
statistics.

grade levels as well as adult writers.
The Iowa Poetry Association holds the contest every year. Dordt students have made a
good showing at the contest in the past. A
Dordt student has placed or received an honorable mention every year since 1993. In 1993,
'95, '98, '99, and 2000, Dordt students
received first place awards.

Boon interns with Grassley

J

oel Boon, a junior from Hull, Iowa, spent
six weeks this summer in Washington, D.C.
working as an intern with Senator Charles
Grassley. Boon, who is majoring in political
and environmental studies, worked as an
administrative intern in Grassley's office
where he performed a variety of office tasks.
Grassley says, "When interns come to
Washington, they play an important role in
assisting me and my staff." He believes it is
an invaluable experience for college students
interested in government and public policy.

The
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Correction: In our Summer 2001 issue of
the Voice we published a piece titled
"Vermeer Foundation helps fund Campus
Center." The photo caption should have
included the names of trustees Mary
Andringa and Dale Andringa, who were not
available for the photo but were part of the
decision to fund the new Vermeer Business
Center in the Campus Center.

r the last year and a half, the Dordt
College Art Department has maintained
a relationship with the Sioux City Art
Center. Several art majors, all of them women,
have had internships there, teaching classes
and gaining experience in a museum setting.
This relationship started in the spring of 2000
when Sandy Fraebel, the education coordinator at the Art Center, attended the Dinner
Party, an art-themed dinner held at Dordt and
sponsored by the art department faculty to
promote women's involvement in the arts.
Since that time, seven art majors have
worked at the Art Center, all of them teaching
art classes. Susan Van Geest, assistant professor of art at Dordt, says that "it is valuable for
them to get some hands-on experience. This
helps them learn if they enjoy teaching, and
also gives them experience in a museum setting."
Sara Mulder, a junior at Dordt, will soon
begin her internship at the Art Center. "I'm a
little nervous about it," she says, "but excited,
too. This is sort of a test run to see if I'm cut
out for education." Sara will spend eight
weeks teaching weekend classes in drawing,
sculpture, and ceramics to kids from sixth
through twelfth grade.

This is sort of
a test run to see
if I'm cut out
for education.

"

Six Distinguished Scholars named

E

ach year six students from the freshman class are selected as
Distinguished Scholars. These students were selected, first of all, because they
each have a minimum cumulative GPA
of 3.75 and a minimum ACT score of
30. They were then invited to Dordt in
February for Distinguished Scholar Day,
in which they gave a written response to
an essay question. The scholarship committee used their essay responses and
their academic records to make the final
decisions.
This year the Distinguished Scholars
are:
Joshua Boerman, from Hudsonville,
Michigan, plans to major in engineering.
enjoys running and playing basketball.
After college, Josh plans to work as an
electrical engineer.

Joshua Boerman

He

Amy Groenenboom, from Leighton,
Iowa, is currently a biology major. After
college, she plans to work as a physical
therapist.
Laura Henson, from Brandon,
South Dakota, is majoring in chemistry.
Her interests include music, movies, and
playing soccer. Laura is currently
unsure of what she wants to do when
she graduates.
Benjamin Ribbeus, from Pella,
Iowa, is majoring in engineering, possibly also entering the pre-seminary program. He enjoys sports and plays soccer
at Dordt. When he graduates, he wants
to do mission work.
Sarah Van Egdom, from Doon,
Iowa, is majoring in English. She
enjoys music, writing, and photography,
among other things. Sarah would like to
teach high school English.
Timothy Vis, from Smithers, British
Columbia, is currently a math major. His
interests include music, working with young
children, and reading. Timothy is cnrrently
looking to teach high school math or science
in a Christian high school.

/

Timothy Vis
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Faculty work to keep up
in their profession
Professional development opportunities are plentiful
Sally Jongsma

rofessional training for employees is
not a Inxnry that only happens when
the money happens to be available. It
is vital to the growth and health of any orga-

P

nization or institution,

says Dr. Rockne

McCarthy, vice president for academic

affairs.
"The business

world knows that you may

cut travel schedules or supplies pnrchased bnt yon
don't eliminate professional
growth opportunities

for

your employees if you want
to maintain a strong business," he adds. The same is
true for colleges like Dordt.
Faculty members are always

going to be at different leve~s of development, matnrity,
and experience.

says

McCarthy. They need snpport and encouragement

to

become the best classroom
teachers they can. They need
mentoring and support as
they work out their Christian
perspective

in their field.

They need opportunities to
keep up with research and
information in rapidly
changing fields of study.
And, as they become more

Dr. Rockne McCarthy~as vice president for academic atfafrs,
oversees the faculty developementprogram.

T he concept

of

faculty development

-

has become more
deliberate at Dordt
in the last years.

"
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proficient in the classroom,
they need room and time to

deepen their insights and
share them with others.
"In a learning community like Dordt
College, we expect students to continue to
grow and learn once they leave here," says
McCarthy. "We also expect faculty to continue to grow and learn."
Many faculty members do, especially
during the summer months when classes are
not in session. This summer faculty members attended workshops and seminars on a
range of topics. Some attended pedagogical
workshops. Dr. Roger Henderson followed
in the footsteps of a number of Dordt
faculty who have participated in the Faculty
Development Institute at the University of
Prince Edward Island. Others applied for
and were accepted into nationally funded
workshops. Dr. Shenti Lantinga joined psychology colleagues at Calvin College for
five weeks in a Pew workshop titled "Loss
of the Self in a Post-modem, Therapeutic
Culture," and Dr. Calvin Jongsma participated in a National Endowment for the
Humanities six-week research and discussion seminar at Case Western Reserve
University on "Proofs and Refutations in
Mathematics Today." Others attended conferences in their academic fields-some
mixing business with travel: Dr. Henry
Duitman went to the World Association of
Symphonic Bands and Ensembles in
Lucerne, Switzerland, Chris Rehn attended a
law conference in Budapest, Hungary, and
David Helmstetter attended the third annual
conference on Social Work in Health and
Mental Health in Finland.
Several faculty members gave papers at
academic conferences: Dr. Ronald Vos to

the American Scientific Affiliation meeting
The college helps fund graduate study and
at Kansas State, Simon du Toit at
approved post-graduate study leaves. Funds
Association for Theater in Higher Education
are also available for special projects, instiin Chicago, and John Van Dyk and Lloyd
tutional assignments, and travel to present
Den Boer at a Christian school symposium
academic papers.
in Leeds, England. Some wrote articles,
Participating in faculty development
edited books, or continued working on
opportunities has been largely voluntary,
books-or novels in the case of James
McCarthy says, although it isn't really since
Schaap. Others had chapters published in
professors need to stay current in their discirecently released books.
pline and effective in the classroom. Most
Some professors, like Vas and Drs.
eagerly make use of the opportunities proDelmar Vander Zee and Dick Hodgson
vided by tbe college. And although they are
taught in summer environmental studies
not required to attend a specified number of
programs. Education faculty taught in
conferences or workshops, faculty members
Dordt's summer graduate program and agrimust regularly update an academic profile
culture faculty initiated the new summer
in which they outline their plans for
semester.
professional development or ongoing
Still others participated in study tours or
education.
studied in other countries. Art Professor
But the concept of faculty development
Susan Van Geest attended a marble and
has become more deliberate at Dordt in the
woodcarving workshop in France before
last years. In addition to more opportunities,
traveling to Italy to view art works. Dr. Ken
there are also more required elements. In the
Bussema participated in the Latin American
early years of a person's tenure on the faculStudies Program CLASP) Faculty Study
ty, participating in regular faculty developTour, a ten-day 'mini' LASP experience
ment activities is fairly structured. Each perdesigned to help faculty and off-campus
son on faculty must write three papers that
directors understand what students experiare tied to contract interviews. Following
ence on LASP. The tour included living
their first year on faculty, professors not
with host families in Costa Rica and
only set development goals for themselves
Nicaragua, lectures, seminars and excurfor the future, but they also revise and
sions.
update a response they wrote to "The
Still others served as consultants inka~r,.~i-~~E",ducationalFramework of Dordt College"
culture, education, and business. And some
when they applied for a position.
volunteered their time, like Diana Gonzalez
During their fourth year faculty are
who taught a Spanish course for IDEA minasked to write a paper that discusses how a
istries in Merida, Mexico, and Dr. Robert
Reformed, biblical faith shapes their educaHilbelink who helped with accounting at
tional work at Dordt College-their
view of
Rehoboth Christian School in New Mexico.
their discipline, their students, and the learnDoing research, writing articles or papers
ing process. And during year eight of their
(including four-year and eight-year contract
contract they write a mature statement of
papers), reading current literature, preparing
how work in their discipline is shaped by
for new courses or revamping old ones, and
their faith, demonstrating how a biblical perconducting department program reviews
spective is developed in a specific topic or
occupied the summer for many faculty.
issue. In some cases these submissions take
Although not all of the activities listed
alternative forms. For example, Dr.
above require extra funding, some do. Dordt
Benjamin Kornelis, a professor of music and
sets aside part of its budget annually for facdirector of Dordt's choirs, is composing a
ulty development. Faculty development
piece of music for his eight-year contract.
funding comes in many different forms,
Performance of the piece will be accompaEach faculty member may receive three pernied by a short presentation and discussion
cent of his or her base salary to attend conof the composition.
continued on page 7
ferences or pay professional memberships.

f the ninety faculty members listed
in the 2001-02 Dordt College catalog, twenty-nine-or thirty-two percent-received their bachelor degrees from
Dordt, twenty-four from Calvin College, and
four from Trinity Christian College. Five
schools have two alumni on Dordt's faculty:
Florida State University, Northwestern
College, and the Universities of Michigan,
Toronto, and Western Ontario.
Dordt's professors received masters
degrees from fifty-eight institutions. The
most popular are:
Western Michigan University
6
Iowa State University
.4
University of South Dakota
4
Michigan State University
3
University of Michigan
3
University of Iowa
3
Mankato State University
2
Northern Arizona University
2

O

/

University of Minnesota
University of Washington
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign
Florida State University
West Washington University
Calvin Theological Sentinary

2
2
2
2
2
2

Of the ninety listed faculty members,
sixty have their doctorates. The most popu- .
lar institutions are:
Iowa State University
5
University of Iowa
5
University of South Dakota
3
University of Toronto
3
Free University of Amsterdam ..2
Michigan State University
2
University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign
2
University of Nebraska
at Lincoln
2
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I saw rural
development money put
to

good use. I saw

consultants working
hard and farmers
using the assistance
successfully.

"
Dr. Duane Bajema worked with
Dominican farmers and consultants during his two-week stay in
the Dominican Republic this

summer.

Bajema gives and gains from summer
consulting trip to the Dominican Republic

W

ithin a few years or even months
after the event, most natural disasters become a dim memory to all
but those directly affected. That's probably
the case with Hurricane George, which hit
the Dominican Republic in 1998. But the
aftereffects of the hurricane drew Dr. Duane
Bajema to spend two weeks in the
Dominican this summer-five years later.
Bajema traveled as a consultant for the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) and the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) under the
supervision of the Land O' Lakes
Cooperative.
Bajema's task was to assess whether the
$10 million in aid given to small farmers in
the country had been well used and whether
more aid was needed. Bajema. whose
Spanish-speaking ability and agricultural
expertise made him a good candidate for the
job. worked closely with a local agricultural
group called Junta Agroempresarial
Dominicana, Inc. (JAG). visiting dozens of
small dairy and swine farms with "herds"
ranging from three to 100 cows or ten to 500
sows.
"I was willing to go because the focus was

to help over 1500 small farmers maintain
their livelihood after the devastation of the
hurricane," says Bajema. He was reimbursed
for travel, food. and lodging.
Bajema traveled extensively during his
stay, alternating visits to dairy and swine
farms to minimize the spreading of PIRRS, a
hog cholera that has been eliminated in the
United States but is still present in the
Dominican. Disinfecting his clothes and
shoes was a daily necessity. As a result of his
visit and consultations with experts in Sioux
County, he was able to direct farmers to better
ways to deal with such diseases.
Bajema exanained all aspects of the agricultural system: animal health, marketing,
animal housing, pasture management, grazing, feed quality and availability. and nutrition. He traveled with a college-trained
agronomist and nutritionist from JAG to talk
with farmers. observe, and share information,
"I saw rural development money put to
good use. I saw consultants working hard and
farmers using the assistance successfully,"
says Bajema, who in the end recommended
that the USAJD provide aid to small farmers
for another three years.
But he also made several other recommendations that he believes will help the
farmers return to self-sufficiency. He advised

Faculty development program grows
continued from page 6
"People who have gone through this process say it has been a valuable experience,"
says McCarthy. As course work gets to a point
where professors don't need to spend quite as
much time on preparation, it is good to be
pushed to go to another level in thinking
about issues related to a discipline and classroom pedagogy issues, McCarthy believes.
At present, the faculty status committee, the
committee on campus that is responsible for
making contract recommendations to the
VPAA, is also considering ways to build in
regular professional development expectations
for senior faculty who have more permanent
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contracts. And McCarthy expects to see the
awarding of development funds move to this
committee in more of a peer review process.
Overall, McCarthy is very pleased with
Dordt's faculty development program.
"Already in 1991 the North Central
Association, Dordt's regional accrediting
body, affirmed the program, and we're doing
even better now," he says. His goal is to get
the program endowed so that its future stays
secure. "We don't want it to be jeopardized
when we have a period of declining enrollment," he says. He hopes that he can report on
more developments in the program within the
next few years.

JAG to engage in on-farm testing and assessment-to have farmers try new approaches
and share information about what works
rather than having them rely on hearsay information or that given by feed producers.
Maybe most importantly. he urged them to
use their own ingenuity and resources rather
than adopting United States ways of farming:
not confining too many animals too closely in
such a warm climate to diminish the spread of
disease; improvising, making, and repairing
their own equipment rather than importing
expensive pieces that are hard to service and
involve enormously high repair bills; and
using local feed rather than importing it.
Bajema urged them to develop training courses for farmers and to develop a three-year
plan for long-term self-sufficiency. He also
suggested that farmers be given low interest
loans to help them replace equipment and animals. Currently they must pay thirty-six percent interest for loans.
Bajema's approach was appreciated by
the JAG representatives with whom he
worked. They admitted at the end of his
visit that they had been afraid he would
come and simply advocate increased technology from North America to improve
production and solve their difficulties.
Bajema is grateful for his experience
last summer. Not only did he have an
opportunity to help small farmers find more
effective ways to farm, but by writing a
report for USAJD that focused on using the
resources of the country and the community
he has tried to have a positive impact on
development relief policy.
And spending time in another culture
taught him some things as well. He learned
that in the United States, we are isolated
from other countries in some ways and see
issues through only our eyes. "We had some
good arguments about political issues and
policies. We didn't always agree, but we saw
issues from each other's perspective," he says.
His students also are benefiting from the
experience as he uses personal examples from
his visits to illustrate ideas and concepts he
teaches in his classes.

/

Bajema's

approach

was appreciated by the
JAG representatives
with whom he worked.
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New books out this SUllllller
include Dordt faculty authors
Sally Jongsma

any faculty members will tell you that
they have at least one book they're
hoping to write some day. Many also
find that the time constraints of teaching three
or four courses a semester plus committee work
makes achieving that goal difficult. Nevertheless, several faculty members contributed to a
variety of books released this summer.
Scott Quatro from Dordt's business department is the second of five authors listed on a
new book that can be found on the shelves of
Barnes and Noble and on-line booksellers. The
Manager as Change Agent: A Practical Guide
to Developing High-Performance People and
Organizations was written in cooperation with
Quatro's doctoral dissertation advisor, Jerry W.
Gilley, now at Colorado State University. It is
part of a series titled "New Perspectives in
Organizational Learning, Performance, and
Change." Another of the authors is former
Dordt business professor Erik Hoekstra, who
has now returned to a position in business.
''This opportunity was the direct result of
Dordt's faculty development program," says
Quatro. Because Dordt funds graduate study,
Quatro was able to start his program shortly
after beginning to teach at Dordt. Dr. Gilley,
who already had a contract with a publisher for
a series of books, took the opportunity to work
with a select group of his graduate students
with significant business experience to publish
another in the series.
"It was a win-win situation for all of us,"
says Quatro. "It gave a wonderful first experience in academic publishing for us graduate
students."
Quatro says the book is geared to business
practitioners and business academics in the
field of organizational development and management. As such it is very practical and accessible, he believes. He is using segments of the
book in his own teaching, and the ideas and
models he developed for the book are helpful to
his students.
Although the book does not spell out the
Christian world view from which Quatro works
as explicitly as it might if he were the final editor, he believes the concept of change agents
and leaders as servant leaders who believe they
are accountable for what they do is important

M

T his opportunity

was

the direct result

of

Dordt's faculty
development program.
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FACULTY POSITIONS
Dordt College is seeking applications for openings beginning 2002-2003 in the following areas:

Communication
Computer Science*
Generalist; computer
networking background

Education (Two positions)
Introduction, upper-level
(elementary and secondary methods),
special education

--

Criminal JusticelSociology*
Develop and teach courses in
Criminal Justice;
teach Sociology courses.

Foreign Language
Spanish
Physical SciencelAstronomylEarth Science
Social Work

and demonstrates the Christian perspective out
of which he works. The Manager as Change
Agent is published by Perseus Publishing.
Quatro will also co-author a chapter in a book
edited by Ronald Sims tilled Changing the Way
We Manage Change: The Consultants Speak. It
will be published by Quorom Books in January
of 2002.
In another cooperative effort, Dr. Calvin
Jongsma. professor of mathematics, contributed
two and a half chapters to Mathematics in a
Postmodern Age: A Christian Perspective.
Edited by James Bradley and Russell Howell,
the book is published by Eerdmans Publishing
and was written under the auspices of the
Calvin Center for Christian Scholarship and
with the support of the Association of
Christians in the Mathematical Sciences.
Mathematics in a Postmodern Age is written
primarily for college mathematics majors, high
school mathematics teachers, and college and
university mathematics professors.
The writers' goal
was to address
issues of perspective
in mathematics that
they felt were inadequately treated by
others. Divided into
three parts, the book
discusses the nature
of mathematics, the
influence of mathematics in our world,
and various topics in mathematics and mathematics education in which faith plays an active
role.
As a historian of mathematics, Jongsma
wrote about the role of mathematics in modern
Western culture. He analyzed how mathematics
came to be so important in our world, showing
how mathematization is tied to Enlightenment
views of rationality, truth, and science. He also
showed how mathematics contributes to our
knowledge of the world.
"Writing the chapters helped me solidify my
understanding of the important role mathematics has played throughout the development of
Western culture," says Jongsma, adding, "It
helped me better understand the essentially religious character often ascribed to mathematical
knowledge in modern thought, where mathematics is viewed by many as providing necessary and absolute truths about the underlying
structure of our world."
His research was also beneficial for his
teaching, especially the history of mathematics
course, as it helped him demonstrate the impact

Two new Schaap books released this fall

ith more than twenty books published,
Dr. James C. Schaap is used to seeing
his name on book covers. In October a
Generalist; micro-practice background;
Theatre Arts
new devotional and a book of short stories were
methods courses & field practice
Theatre generalist
Theology
released. The devotional, which is a joint project
*Pending Institutional approval.
General education courses in
of Baker Book House and Christian Reformed
biblical theology and upper level
Publications, is titled Every Bit of Who I Am and
biblical studies courses
is based on the Heidelberg Catechism.
Evaluation of applications will continue until the positions are filled. To learn more about a position
Schaap dedicated
and receive application materials, qualified persons committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective and
the book to three peoeducational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest and a curriculum vitae/resume to:
ple, a woman who met
Dr. Rockne McCarthy,
Vice President for Academic Affairs
him in an elevator in
Dordt College
Facsimile: 712-722-4496
Toronto who told him
498 4th Avenue NE
E-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697
Website: www.dordt.eduJotlicesiacademic_atTairs/ he should write more
devotionals, a high
Dordt College encourages the nominations and candidacies of women, minorities, and persons with disabilities.
school senior for whom
he served as mentor in
studying the catechism
498 4th Avenue NE Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 712-722-6000
in his church education
program, and Andrew
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mathematical ideas have had upon the development of our modem culture.
Dr. Arnold Sikkema, professor of physics,
contributed a chapter to Living in the
Ii;i;;gi;;tl.;~
Lamblight:
Christian and
Lambl.ight
Contemporary
C...a."',M<J" ~H :¢"''''~'''AU
.~",·.u",,,~,~,,
"U '>"~,T
Challenges to the
Gospel. The book,
edited by Hans
Boersma and published by Regent
College Publishing,
is a collection of
essays that were
originally given as
the Lamblight Lectures at Trinity Western
University in Langley. British Columbia. Aimed
at a popular audience, the book explores the
implications of a Christian world view for contemporary, postmodern society.
Sikkema's contribution draws on research
and thinking he has done over the past two
years on how Christians perceive God's acting
in the world. In "Death of the Watchmaker:
Modem Science and the Providence of God,"
Sikkema deals with the seemingly opposing
notions held by many Christians that God predetermines all events and at the same time
intervenes in our world in ways that are not scientifically explainable as a result of prayer.
Sikkema reflects on how God responds to
prayer and poses the possibility that these two
views may not need to be set against each other.
A fourth book that includes many Dordt faculty contributors is Marginal Resistance, a
festscrift for retired philosophy and theology
professor Dr. John C. Vander Stelt. Published
by Dordt Press, the volume was edited by Dr.
John Kok and contains chapters by Dr. Charles
Adams, Dr. Sydney Hielema, and Dr. John Van
Dyk. Adams titled his essay "Meaning,
Authenticity: and
Passion: Directions for a philosophy of engineering design;"
Hielema wrote
"Reclaiming the
Apex of the
Triangle:
Scholarship as
Pilgrimage;" and
Van Dyk contributed "What
We Teach vs.
How We Teach: Unscientific Musings on
Vander Stelt's Danger # 5."

W
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Kuyvenhoven, whose book Comfort and Joy
formed the basis for his study with Matt Ruter,
his mentee.
"Kids today genuinely experience a lot of
spirituality, but I don't think they always care
much for who God really is or want to learn
about their faith in great depth," he says. He
attempts to dig deeper into faith through stories,
humor, and personal examples to try to help
young people look honestly at who they are in
Christ.
Paternity, a book of short stories all based
on a theme of being a father, is published by
Quiddity Press and includes pieces that have
been previously published in a variety of publications. The most recent of them, "Casa Mia," was
awarded first place by the Associated Church
Press last year.
Both books are available through the Dordt
College bookstore.
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Visser helps lead seminar for business
profs at Reformed Christian colleges
Sally Jongsma

hat makes business so dominant in
society? Where do our ideas about
property rights come from and how
do they shape business today? What do
Christian business professors need to know
about hermeneutics to apply biblical principles to business? Under what circumstances
are riches of some connected to poverty of
others? How can we prepare students to be
salt and light in secular corporations? What
does virtuous Christian leadership look like?
These and a host of other such questions
were addressed in a seminar on business led
by Dordt business professor, Dr. John Visser,
and Calvin College business professor, Dr.
Shirley Roels. The seminar was held at
Calvin.
Judging from responses on the evaluations turned in at the end of the seminar titled
"The Practice of Business: Reformed
Christian Perspectives"-faculty
participants
from four Reformed Christian institutions
were appreciative of the opportunity to meet
for two weeks to talk about foundational
issues in the field of business. And they were
grateful for the leadership of their colleagues,
Roels and Visser, who were willing to plan
sessions and select readings that helped them
delve into their subject area from a Reformed
perspective.
"We wanted to get to a deeper understanding of what a Reformed Christian perspective means for our teaching," says
Visser, who has devoted much time to help-

W

ing others put a Christian perspective on
business into practice. "We wanted to ask
how we can help our students catch that
vision as they go out into business careers."
Seminar sessions focused on different
topics each morning and afternoon.
Participants were asked to read a wide range
of resources, listen to guest presenters.
engage in discussion on a group of questions,
and respond to case study presentations that
came out of the business world. Using these
case studies helped make the issues concrete,
Visser believes.
Personally, Visser saw the seminar as an
opportunity to contribute to the Christian
academic community, but also an opportunity
to deepen his own thinking about how his
Christian perspective shapes his view of his
discipline.
"I was forced to read things that I've been
meaning to read for years but couldn't find
the time," he says. He also welcomed the
opportunity to get to know colleagues from
sister institutions and to open the door for
regular interaction and sharing of ideas.
Preparation for the seminar has also had
some spin-offs for Visser's classes. Having to
carefully think about how different assumptions and beliefs concretely lead to very different results in action, helped him better
organize presentations in the senior seminar
he leads at Dordt,
Another lasting result of the conference is
the extensive bibliography put together by
Visser and Roels. If you would like a copy
you can contact Visser at visser@dordt.edu.

Faculty News
Simon du Toit presented a paper "Playing
With Fire: Towards a Biblical Approach to
Theatre Performance" at the Association for
Theater in Higher Education (ATHE) conference
in Chicago this summer.
Social Work Professor Jim Vanderwoerd
gave a presentation at the North American
Association of Christians in Social Work annual
convention Oct 18-21 in San Antonio. Joining
him in the presentation were 2001 Dordt social
work graduates Eunice Muthengi, Leah
Kreykes, and Jill Van Voorsl. The presentation
was titled "BSW Students Initiating Change for
Minorities in Rural Communities."
Vanderwoerd was also invited to be a panel
member at another workshop at the same conference titled "Research for Practice with FaithBased Organizations and Congregations" which
featured a presentations of current research projects by faith-based social services.
Dr. Duane Bajema attended several workshops this summer, one on assessment and one
on information technology titled "Collaboration
on Technology Proficiency Standards and
Literacy for Entering College Freshmen." He
also attended Interaction Forum 200 I in
Washington, DC, on June 4 to 6, which deals
with issues of community development, world
hunger, and food distribution via non-government organizations as well as government organizations. Bajema attended at the request of the
Food Resources Bank, for whom he serves as a
volunteer consultant, and the Christian
Reformed World Relief Committee. And he
attended a queen bee rearing workshop in
Lincoln, Nebraska, examining the latest techniques.
Dr. Ronald Vos, professor of agriculture,
took a group of students to Ukraine this summer
as part of a cross-cultural learning experience.
Dr. Dennis Vander Plaals, professor of education, met with a panel of middle school educators in Grand Rapids to outline the process of
writing a new book on middle level educational
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practice.
In August Vander Plaats led two day-long
middle school workshops, one for Orange City
Christian School and one for Calvin Christian
School in South Holland, Illinois.
Dr. Ken Bussema completed a site-visit/program evaluation of Dordt's Summer Mexico program in Durango, Mexico. He also participated
in planning and orientation meetings for a
potential East Africa Studies Program in Nairobi,
Kenya.
Dr, James Mahaffy completed two
manuscripts on reports of prairie rattlers in western Iowa (see http://homepages.dordl.edu
/-mabaffylhomepage/profact3.htm) He believes
that he may have discovered that the swamp
rattlesnake (massasauga) existed south of Sioux
City on the flood plains of the Missouri and
Little Sioux Rivers.
Dr. James C. Schaap is currently writing a
serialized novel, Things Hoped For, Things
Not Seen, for publication in The Banner. It will
begin to appear in the January 2002 issue.
Dr, Leen Van Reek from Dordt's foreign
language department spent a month in France
studying and preparing to teach French courses
this fall.
Dr. John Van Dyk conducted the
professional development day for teachers at
Covenant Christian School in Leduc, Alberta, on
April 23. He also taught elementary school
classes and worked with teachers at Penticton
Christian Community School in Pentieton, B.C.
During July, Van Dyk taught a graduate course
in the foundations of curriculum development at
Covenant College in Lookout Mountain,
Georgia.
Over the summer, Van Dyk participated in a
meeting of the CRC Eastern European Mission
Team discussing a proposed Christian pedagogical institute in Moscow; participated in an ACSIsponsored All-Africa conference in Pretoria,
South Africa, where he also gave three workshop
presentations; and he participated in the

Dr. John Vander SteIt was presented with a copy of his festscrift, Marginal Resistance,
tion this fall.

Festscrift for
John Vander
Stelt is published
arginaL Resistance, a new book celebrating the contributions of Dr. John
C. Vander Stelt to the cause of
Christian higher education and honoring his
thirty years of teaching at Dordt College was
published this fall. The festscrift was presented
to Vander Stelt at convocation on August 30.
The festscrift, a book of essays by former
students and colleagues, was announced two
years ago at Vander Stell's retirement from
teaching. The book was edited by Dr. John
Kok, dean of the humanities and professor of
philosophy and theology at Dordt, who chose
the title to reflect "a non-triumphalistic engagement of the antithesis" that he believes characterizes Vander Stelt's contribution to Christian
scholarship.
Possible contributors were sent a copy of
remarks Vander Stelt made at a retirement dinner on six dangers and seven challenges that he
foresees for Dordt College. They were asked to
reflect in some way on one of those dangers or
challenges. Eighteen essays were selected by a
team of Kok, Dr. J.B. Hulst, Dr. Wayne Kobes,
and Dr. Sydney Hielema.
"For all the differences in topic, discipline,
and field of expertise, the unorchestrated coherence of vision that pervades all of these essays
is truly amazing," writes Kok in his preface. He
adds, "The extent to which the book is of one
piece is rooted, I believe, in the persuasion ...
that the whole of a person's life is to be lived
coram deo-as in the divine presence-what
Abraham Kuyper described as the fundamental
thought of Calvinism."
MarginaL Resistance is available from Dordt
College Press, 498 4th Ave NE, Sioux Center,
Iowa, 51250 (ISBN 0-932914-48-9) for $21.95.

M

Educational Leadership Enablement
Consultation in Pretoria, South Africa, where he
also gave one presentation.
Dr. Jasper Lesage, dean of the social sciences, made a presentation titled "Increasing
Commitment to Assessment by Working with
Regional and Professional Accreditors" at the
American Association for Higher Education's
2001 Assessment Conference.
Dr. Jonathon Warner, professor of economics, presented a paper titled "Poverty,
Justice, and Shalom" at the von Hugel
Institute Conference on Justice and Poverty
held at Cambridge University in June.

/
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Emeritus
professors
keep active too

D

ale Grotenhuis, professor emeritus of
music, continues to
stay very busy in choral
music. Over the past year he
has had nine choral works
published, and he composed
many new commissioned
works: for the Men of
Harmony male Chorus; the
Saline, Michigan, high
school choir; for the Paseo,
Florida, All-County Chorus;
the Midland, Michigan
Choral Society; a Bellevue,
Iowa, church choir; and for
the centennial anniversary of
Holland Christian schools.
He has also spent time
conducting. In addition to
conducting his church choir,
he has guest conducted
numerous choirs over the
past year: civic choirs, a
Dordt alumni choir, other
church choirs, and several
high school music festivals
and choral conductors' conventions.
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2001 John Calvin Award

Hielema hopes to inspire passion and commitment
S'illy Jongsma

can't separate what you teach
from how you teach," says Dr.
Sydney Hielerna, the recipient of the
2001 John Calvin Award. The award is presented each year to a faculty member who
demonstrates a commitment to teaching from
a Calvinistic perspective and to developing
and transmitting reformational insight in a
discipline. The faculty member is nominated
by alumni, fellow faculty members, and
selected alumni.
"Every ten years or so someone says
something that makes a light go on for me,"
Hielema says. A comment made by a student
when Hielema left high school teaching to
earn his Ph.D. has become one of those memorable remarks. He was told: "Everyone feels
like you accept them." Even though Hielema
says he didn't realize that comment described
how he taught, he's since been on guard to
make sure he doesn't change.
He describes his career path as "falling
into teaching." "1 didn't take a teacher education program, but after graduating with a
music major I didn't know what else to do
with it." He was interested in making connections-between
himself and students and
between what is happening in their lives and
what he teaches. Those connections are not
only what drew Hielema to teaching but also
what keeps him there.
"I assume a high level of correlation
between what I've experienced and what students are experiencing," he says. He tries to
teach in a way that draws on his experiencealthough he says he worries a bit that as he
gets older his experiences and theirs will
become more different.

Y

OU

T here are many
opportunities to share
a Reformed Christian
vision for education
through ACSI's international program.

"
•

new from the
Dordt Press
Marginal
Resistance
edited by John Kok
"You are someone whose influence I will never forget. Your
teaching in my life, in the course,
titled 'Calvinism' in the fall of
1969, enabled me to see God in
the swirl of counterculture that
compelled my interest. For me,
Christianity had been. for the
most part, pietism. That Course
made faith a more comprehensive enterprise than I had ever
imagined. It allowed me to watch
the Beatles through the spectacles of orthodox Christianity, to .
know the Lord without taking my
eyes off his world. 1will say it
this way, because you will appreciate what I'm saying in this language: John, you taught me
Calvinism. For that, I can't thank
you enough. "
James C. ScM!:!!
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Eighteen
friends,
colleagues,
and
former
students
contribute
to this
volume honoring Dr. John C. Vander
Stelt, professor
of philosophy
and
theology
at Dordt College,
Sioux
Center, Iowa, from 1968 to 1999. Their
topics range from engineering
and
sociology to aesthetics, hermeneutics,
and public justice.
Vander Stelt's
Christian, Kuyperian roots are placed
in the limelight and many address the
vocation and challenges of Reformed
teaching. learning, and scholarship.
paperback, 358 pages, $21.95 U.S.

Dordt ConegePress
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
712)722·6421
dordtpress@dordt.edu
http://www.dof(lt.eduJdordtpress

\
Hielema doesn't believe that he simply has
a body of information to impart. He tries hard
to hear what lives in his students, he says.
What they write and what they say in class
help provide the structure for what he teaches. For majors in upper level theology classes, getting to know them well enough to
sense how to focus his teaching is not difficult. In fact, smaller classes and repeat enrollments make this relatively easy. It's more difficult in the larger freshmen theology classes,
though. He requires students in these classes
to write a self-identification piece so he has
some sense of what he needs to address in the

lives of his students as he helps
them leam about the Reformed faith.
His goal for students is to leave
his classes with a sense of passion
that is based on depth of insight.
"Students are often passionate,
but their passion is not always an
informed one. They like to get great
grades but tend to put their academic work and passions in separate
camps." Academic work is not a
hoop to jump through, he believes,
but a tool to better work and serve
in areas they feel passionate about.
And passionate is how Hielema
feels about his work.
"To get paid to study the Bible is
phenomenal." he says. Working with
highly motivated students from a
range of majors who want to learn
more about the Bible is simply a joy
for him. It's a biggcr challenge to
teach large introductory classes
where students try to hide or put in
time, he says. But he keeps going
back to Ecclesiastes 11:6 when he
gets discouraged: "Sow your seed in
the morning for you do not know
which will succeed
"
Hielema feels privileged to be rooted in
and teach out of a tradition and a perspective
that he believes can open things up as fully
and deeply as they can be opened up in this
world. And he believes that the breadth and
depth of the Reformed tradition allows it to
learn from other traditions.
"The stronger you are the more able you
are to be strengthened by others," he says.
That, he believes, is the Reformed tradition at
its best. And it is the tradition out of which he
teaches.

,
Remember the Dordt College Bookstore
w/!'en shopping for Christmas or any other occasion!1;
l! "jiftS~p~:::~~~~t::

~:~;!t~:;s;~:;r~~~~s,

spoons,

Dordt Imprinted Clothing ~ Sweatshirts, 'f-shirts, caps, shorts,
jackets, children's clothing, etc.
'Booss ~ Devotionals, general reading books of all types,
Dordt Press books. If we do not have it on hand
we will order it for you.
Music ~ CD's, tapes, books, and sheet music
for pianists and organists
Bookstore Hours are:
Monday - Thursday· 9:00 a.m> 4:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m, - 8:30 p.m,
Eriday -9:00 a.m. ~ 4:00 p.m,
~~turd~y. 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
For~a small sample of what is available checkout
..:l
www.dordt.eduJofficeslbookstorel
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Plumbline
Expressiveness
And yet good music is more than correct
notes and good tuning. We have all heard competent but uninspired performances and have
sensed that something essential was missing.
Making good music also includes communicating the melodies and other musical materials
expressively. I recently read a review of a CD
on the Amazon.com recording list by a musical
amateur who wrote, "On this CD the pianist got
all the notes right, and that's about all I can say
for it; left me cold."
What makes music expressive? Expressiveness is knowing, within the context of the directions of the score and the style, how to shape the
piece within those parameters. It is knowing,
after getting all the pitches in tune, when to bend
a pitch and how much and why. That's what
excites us when Louis Armstrong yearns upward
into a pitch on "Struttin' with Some Barbecue."
It is knowing after getting all the rhythms correctly, when to stretch a note and which note and
how much. That knowing is what transfixes us
when a soprano lingers on the last word in "for
now is Christ risen" in Handel's Messiah for just
the right length and "puts us off' as grandstand-

Students don't always have this much fun in DeMol's music classes. but these students did last fall.

Understanding music
makes it more enjoyable

T

his summer a colleague at a sister
Christian college told me that some students had dropped classes in music

because they believed that studying music would
. interfere with their enjoyment of music. As a fellow music teacher, I lamented their decision.
But could those students be correct-that
the
more we know about music, the less we enjoy it?
It may be true that we can enjoy music without
"knowing" anything about it, yet I'm convinced
that when we factor "knowing" into "enjoying,"
our experience is enriched. OUf appreciation of
delicious meals, for example, can increase when
we know something about the culture from
which the recipe comes; when we know how its
ingredients fit into a good diet, we are better able
to nurture our bodies. We can enjoy paintings
without "knowing" anything about art, but with
some knowledge of color and design, we better
appreciate not only the nuances of paintings, but
also the designs and colors in nature and in the
world around us. So it is with music. Our enjoyment can increase when we know something of
the "ingredients" of music and how they fit
together.
Eating properly and caring for our bodies
nourishes us physically. Art and music nourishes
that part of us that is sensitive to aesthetic things.
"An aesthetic sense" may sound like a highfalutin' term; but we all have it, given to us by
God. Our aesthetic sensitivity enables us not
only to see a sunset as red, but also to perceive it
as beautiful; it enables us to lament the destruction of inner-city neighborhoods not only as
wasteful but also as ugly. It is what leads us to
want beautiful and expressive sound, color, and
design in our lives. Developing and nourishing
the aesthetic aspects of our lives is actually part
of taking care of ourselves and others, loving our
neighbors and ourselves, and responding
God's good and rich creation.

to

You can see I'm convinced that developing
and nourishing our aesthetic side is enhanced not
only by experiencing music but also by understanding it. An excellent way to develop this
understanding is to listen to a wealth of music.
However, how can we know which music will
enrich us the most? In this Plumbline, I'd like to
highlight three important aspects of music in
which some knowledge and some coaching of
our listening would enhance both our enjoyment
and our musical choices: the craftsmanship, the
expressiveness, and the use of music.
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Like a good recipe, music is made out of
things; its ingredients include melody, harmony,
rhythm, the tone colors of the voices and instruments, dynamics (the louds and softs), and the
way in which these things are shaped into a
musical design. Crafting a good composition
requires using well-shaped melodies, rich harmony, engaging rhythms; consistency in the handling of these musical materials; choosing notes
that are well-suited to their instruments and the
voices that will perform them. A good composer
makes the vocal parts comfortable to sing and
within the range of the voices. She makes the
parts "lie well," as musicians put it, on the
instruments for which they were written-not
asking the flute to do things that are possible
only on the cello.
And the music must "hang together." Imagine
a lullaby, with lulling words, a gently-shaped
melody, steady rocking rhythms, sung softlyand accompanied by a bongo drum. It doesn't
fit! This may be an obvious example, yet I have
been fascinated
non-musicians,
of music, notice
"fit" the rest of

to observe both musicians and
listening intently to a new piece
that a passage does not seem to
the piece.

Such statements might lead you to fear that
good music requires listening to stuff that is so
complicated that you can't relate to it. But good
craftsmanship does not necessarily include complexity. For instance, the enduring English folksong "Greensleeves," to which we also sing the
words of "What Child Is This," is a well-crafted
yet simple tune. Simplicity does not mean poverty
of musical expression. We can all think of tunes
that are initially appealing, but that become boring after a few singings. "Greensleeves" does
not; its excellence stands the test of time.
Good compositions need to be turned into
actual sound through performance, and good perfonnance has its own bench marks of quality. It
requires excellence in technique, playing or
singing the correct notes in tune, cleanly articulating the notes and words, sensitively controlling the dynamics; it includes playing an instrument of good quality and performing in a space
that enables good performing and good listening.
A performer needs to use the musical practices
of the style of the music being performed. For
instance, scooping in and out of pitches does not
belong in a classical choral setting such as "The
Lord Bless You and Keep You," but is just the
right technique for jazz or jazz-influenced
such as Gershwin's "Summertime."

developing and
nourishing our
aesthetic side is
enhanced not only
by experiencing music
but also by

ing if she hangs on to it too long. It is making

Craftsmanship

Karen DeMol

I'm convinced that

pieces,

the crescendo into a powerful increase in the
sound that sounds not merely obedient to the
score but a matter of compelling musical conviction. In performance and composition, expressiveness is the choice of all the right materials
and techniques at a given moment to achieve the
desired musical effect. It is the subtle mastery of
nuance that turns good craftsmanship
artistry .

understanding it,

"

into

Fittingness
How a piece of music is used is also important. With music we highlight special occasions,
such as birthdays, graduations, inaugurations,
weddings, and anniversaries. We move with
music in processionals and parades, skating parties and ballet. We use it to support the mood
and meaning of theater productions and film. Its
expressiveness partners well with the sadness of
funerals and the exuberance of celebrations. We
connect music with our moods, energizing ourselves in the morning with vigorous fanfares or
soothing a fussy baby to sleep with lullabies; we
even use music in therapeutic situations. We use
music in worship, where singing flows from the
pages of the Psalms, and where the shape of the
music enhances the meaning of our praises and
prayers beyond the words. We need to ask how
well the music fits and serves liturgical action,
how well it helps carry the play, whether its tone
is right for the celebration or the commemoration? A fine piece of music performed well can
jar us if used inappropriately. Imagine, for
instance, a dirge at a wedding, or parade music
with three steps in a group, or a jaunty tune for a
Good Friday text.
If music chosen for these occasions fits well,
do musical craftsmanship and expressiveness
matter? We could claim that as long as people
are entertained by the performance, or as long as
the offertory music matches the time it takes the
deacons to pass the plates, or as long as the
advertising ditty "sells" the product, the music
"works" and is therefore good. However, music
is not merely a tool. It functions aesthetically
well as practically in our lives.

Dr. Karen DeMol teaches
music and plays the clarinet.

as

Sensitivity to craftsmanship, expressiveness
and fitting use are enhanced by studying how
music is made and by listening to good music.
This is what I would like those students who
dropped the music course to gain and students at
Dordt College too. I am sure they will enjoy
music more richly. 1 am convinced that in addition, they will become more discerning in this

Plumblines are
commentaries and opinion
pieces intended to stimulate
thinking about issues we face
as Christians living in 2001.

world that offers both musical masterpieces and
musical mediocrity. And 1 am convinced also
that they will become equipped to live with
greater aesthetic wisdom in caring both for themselves and their neighbors.

/
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Notes from the alumni office

Dordt's mission plays out each day and in many ways
A Passion for Mission

E

Judy (Vande Hoef, '73) Hagey

e-mail
Over 3800 alumni have sent us
their e-mail addresses. We
would like to receive still more,
as we hope to use this tool to
improve communication with
and among alumni. If you want
to contact us bye-mail, the
address is alumni@dordt.edu.
And check out the alumni e-mail
directory, announcements, and
information available on the
alumni pages of the Dordt website: www.dordt.edu.

ffectiveorganizations have clear misions and leaders with the passion to
carry them out. This summer, tucked
away in the Cabinet Mountains of northwest Montana, I found a ministry with
both. Spending a week there with our
church work group rejuvenated me for
my own work.
Majestic View Ministries is a family camp ministry under the leadership of
Clyde Miller. The camp is an odd assortment of cabins in various stages of renovation. But Clyde has a clear vision for
this camp-a place of physical retreat
and spiritual renewal for needy families.
With holy passion, Clyde welcomes volunteers, supervises their skilled and notso-skilled efforts, teaches, shares. No job is
too big or too small in carrying out the mission of Majestic View.
My Montana mountain-top experience
inspired me. Who wouldn't be moved by
placid lakes, roaring water falls, wildlife, and
quiet times in the shadow of the mountains?
But [ also learned how important it is to keep
the mission in mind-Clyde still looks forward to the day his mission becomes reality.
I can see Dordt's mission played out every
day on campus. But some days I'm so
bogged down witb details that I forget why
we're here and what we're doing. Dordt
College is committed to preparing young
people to serve wherever God calls them.
Alumni, faithful to their callings, confirm
Dordt's ministry. My mission is to support

and nurture on-going relationships of alumni
with Dordt and other alumni.
But even a clearly defined mission languishes without people of passion to support
it. It's your enthusiasm for Dordt and your
testimonies of its life-changing influence
that energize me. Your notes of thanks for an
e-mail newsletter, appreciation for our helping locate a former roommate, and your
encouragement to be faithful to Dordt's mission that spur me on to greater service. Your
passion pushes me to keep Dordt's mission
clearly before all of us and to keep working
hard to carry it out.

New Website
~e

easiest way to keep up with what's
on campus and let us know
what's happening in your life, is through our
website (www.dordt.edu). If you're a frequent visitor to our website you've noticed
that the website took on a new look over the
summer. The new look is designed for easier
navigation and updating. We've also added
some features in recent months that let you
help us. We regularly have a list of alumni
for whom we have no current addresses. If
you know the whereabouts of a classmate
that we've identified as "missing" and would
be willing to pass their address on to us,
we'd appreciate it. We also invite you to use
the "prospective student referral form" to
pass along the names of high school students
who may be interested in Dordt College. We
value your continued interest and input.
If your interests run toward the more

.1 happening

creative, we've got an outlet for you, too.
Earlier this year faculty author and English
professor James Schaap resurrected a literary
magazine that debuted on campus some thirty years ago. In its new form it's an on-line
journal, but it is still dedicated to providing a
place for good writing by students and former students. You can check out previous
issues at www.dordt.edu/publications/arete/
Dr. Schaap welcomes your submissionsand promises not to return them marked with
red ink!

Europe '02

w:

e are proceeding with our European
tour plans for 2002. Professor Case
Boot, undeterred by the terrorist attacks of
September II, encourages alumni and
friends to join him for one or both tour
options we've arranged. Option #1 is a bike
and barge tour of the Netberlands, June 2229. By day you'll bike througb the towns
and countryside of Holland's "Green Heart"
while a refurbished barge serves as your
traveling hotel for tbe week. Option If2 is a
fifteen-day tour of the major cities and sites
of interest in Europe, immediately following
the bike-barge tour. Option #3 is to double
your pleasure-do both tours-for far less
than double the cost! It's also possible to
arrive in Amsterdam ahead of time and do
some visiting and sightseeing on your own.
Whatever option suits you, the alumni office
and Emily Kellenberger or Jan Van Roekel at
Travel Advantage are ready to help you work
out the details.

Notes from the development office
Dave Vander wert'
Director of Planned Giving

International Student Aid Fund

We encourage
you to remember
Dordt College in
your estate plan,

"

D

ordt College currently enrolls
thirty-two international students from
seventeen countries outside of Canada and
the United States on our campus. These students became aware of Dordt College in a
variety of ways and are glad to be a part of
the Dordt community. And we appreciate the
contribution they make to campus life.
Many of these international students come
to campus with financial needs beyond those
of most traditional students. This year their
financial need has been greater than in the
past, and we are asking supporters to consider
a gift to tbe International Student Aid Fund to
assist these students.
Gifts to the International Student Aid
Fund are applied to the tuition accounts of
international students, freeing up their limited
resources for other needed items like toiletries and adequate clothing for our climate.

Judy Hagey
Director of Church Relations
Some of the most important lessons college students learn happen outside
of the classroom as they learn to live in covenant community. Even though the
college campus seems removed from the "real world," this faith community
faces the same challenges as other believers. Learning "to act justly, love
mercy, and walk humbly with God" is as much a part of a Dordt education as
accumulating enough credits to earn a degree. As we encourage, challenge, and
hold each other accountable, we build community.
Dordt is blessed to be part of a larger faith community, made up of
individuals and churches who encourage us with their prayers and support
us with their gifts. In the fiscal year completed June 30, 2001, gifts from our
supporting church community reached an all-time high of $787,902, a nearly
fifteen percent increase over the previous year. We are grateful for such
tangible evidence of your support. Our prayer is that the worldwide community
of believers is strengthened as we continue to work and learn in covenant
community at Dordt.
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To help support international students on our
campus contact our office at 712-722-6020 or
make checks to:
International Student Aid Fund
Dordt College
498 4th Ave NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250

Dordt receives large bequest

I

nJuly of this year, Dordt College was the
recipient of the largest bequest in the
history of the college. The bequest came from
the estate of Dick H. and Anna Grussing of
Raymond, Minnesota, and totaled over
$638,000.
Dick and Anna Grussing were engaged in
farming and real estate for many years. The
Grussings had no children and had been
faithful supporters of the college. They appreciated members of the Dordt College faculty
who periodically preached and the student
groups who sang in their church. According
to the couple's attorney, Dean Anderson,
"The Grussings were impressed with the mission of Dordt College, continued to identify
with the direction of the college, and were
pleased to support it."
At Dordt College we are humbled to
receive a gift of this magnitude. Gifts such as
these become part of our endowment, provide
the college with greater flexibility in program
offerings, and help to ensure a quality education. It is encouraging to know others are
silently observing our efforts and reaffirming
their support of the college tbrougb their
estate plans.
We encourage you to remember Dordt
College in your estate plan. Gifts of all sizes
are appreciated and have a positive impact on
our endowment. Some of our supporters have
the ability to make a major impact witb gifts
from their estates, and we would be happy to
provide assistance in directing these gifts.
/

If you have already remembered Dordt
College in your estate, please contact us. We
would like to include you as a member of our
Heritage Society. Heritage Society members
receive quarterly issues of the Steward (a tax
and financial advice publication), a collector's edition vase made by Jake Van Wyk,
birthday cards, and tbe satisfaction of benefiting Christian higher education. Consider the
benefits, and contact our office to join at 712722-6020.

Changes to Endowment
Scholarship Program

C

hanges have gone into effect this year to
make Dordt's scholarship program more
effective. Beginning with this fiscal year, the
amount required to endow a scholarship has
been increased from $10,000 to $15,000. Tbe
adjustment was made to allow the college to
increase the amount awarded, making our
scholarship program more attractive and
effective.
With the increased start-up amount, the
college will be able to award five percent of
tbe scbolarship balance annually. The
change means we will be able to make larger
awards and still let the scholarship grow substantially to better keep pace with tuition
increases. We plan to review the amount
needed to endow a scholarship at the end of
our fiscal year to determine whether it should
be raised even higher.
The decision to increase the start-up
endowment came after a study of amounts
that similar institutions award. We decided to
make substantial changes already this year so
that we can offer substantial scholarships to
attract and retain quality students.
We encourage you to consider endowing a
scholarship to be awarded to a deserving
Dordt College student.
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Alumni spotlight

Halma builds amazing museum
By Sonya Jongsma Knauss

F

oralmost three decades, Sid Halma ('67)
has been "teaching" museum visitors the
history of Catawba County, a picturesque
area in western North Carolina at the foothills of
the Blue Ridge Mountains, with rolling hills and
trees that dot the landscape.
Halma organized the Catawba County
Museum of History from the ground up-when
he was hired it had no staff, no artifacts. He
describes the facilities at the time as "less than
stellar." Over time, he has helped the museum
grow into a well-respected, well-supported local
history museum with several impressive off-site
holdings.
"It was a tough, tough thing," he says about
building support for the museum. "Part of it is
you have to sell the community on the need for
a museum. That took a while. If you had a wonderful artifact in your house, and someone
announces they're starting a museum, are you
going to just bring it to them right away?"
But through the years Halma was able to
develop many relationships and contacts, and
people in the area began to trust the museum
with their prized family artifacts. Along with
these locally-acquired artifacts, the museum also
features traveling exhibits. Halma prefers
exhibits that are a little "edgy," including photo
essays like "Martin Luther King, Jr.
Remembered" and another called "Before
Freedom Came."
These kinds of exhibits, he says, are very
good to do. "In a pluralistic, multicultural society it's important to remind people that God
created all people."
This belief comes into play in how he thinks
about the audience of the museum as well.
"As a museum director, you could be selective
and only deal with certain ethnic groups, but my
background dictates that I have a very populist
view." He says it's something he has carried
with him from his years at Dordt.
"We have to be on guard so museums do not
become havens of the elite. They're there for
everybody, a wide range of people ... it's the
same as if you're in front of a class of students.
You won't ignore certain groups because you
want everyone involved in the lesson."
The museum, located in Newton, North
Carolina, in the Catawba River Valley, has
education at the heart of its mission. Its mission
statement says it exists to educate the community about its heritage.
Over the years the museum has acquired
several off-site holdings: Murray's Mill, a working grist mill from the 19th century; Bunker Hill
Bridge, one of two covered bridges in North
Carolina and the last example of the Haupt
Truss in wood; and its most recent acquisition,
the Harper House, described by Halma as one of
the finest Queen Anne-style homes in North
Carolina. The 1887 home was offered to the
museum well below market price by the Harper
family, and the museum has launched a capital

campaign to restore the house.
Dordt College development representative
Dave Vander Werf has visited the museum three
times, and he says he learns new things with
each visit.
"It's beyond what you would think of in
terms of a local museum," he says. He calls the
museum, which spans a full city block, very
impressive. "You can easily spend three hours
there and feel like you barely touched itthere's that much to see."
Local newspapers trumpet the museum's
events and holdings, proclaiming the museum
"full of amazing prizes like one of the first dental x-ray machines ... just down the hall from a
1930's racecar ... a British Army Red Coat,
thought to be one of only two still existing in
North America."
Recent events, like a fall festival at Murray's
Mill, raise money for the museum and gain
accolades for being "history that's not roped
off." The neighboring county's Gastonia Gazette
describes why the event is so popular: "there are
no barriers between you and the years, no signs
asking you to keep your hands to yourself. This
is history you can sink your teeth into." Visitors
to the preserved and refurbished four-story grain
mill are able to learn about the daily mill workings that were an important part of Catawba
County's early agrarian history.
The fall mill festival and a pottery festival
help raise funds for the non-profit museum
whose existence depends on fund raisers, gifts,
and annual dues of its 2000 loyal members. The
museum also helps restore log cabins on a nearby nature preserve owned by a member of the
museum's board, and proceeds from an annual
event held there have been donated to the
museum in recent years.
Vander Werf says he's impressed with the
museum's ability to raise funds. He says the
respect and support the museum has in the community is evident by the strong response to its
recent big fund-raising campaign. "They've just
started the campaign, it's still in the silent phase,
and they have already raised much of the
money," he says.
Thanks to this strong base of support, the
museum was able, ten years ago, to move into the
finest historic public building in the area-a 1924
neo-classical revival-style courthouse in Newton,
North Carolina. Made of Indiana limestone, the
three-story building features, among other things,
a British Red Coat and silver sword; entire rooms
decorated with period furniture, including a parlor room from a local plantation house and a doctor's examination room complete with period
tables and medical tools; and farm implements
representative of the way of life in the area for
150 years, before it became a textile and furniture-producing region. The museum owns many
pieces of furniture, handmade in the area, and
pottery that exhibits the development of the pottery industry in the region.
"Our community has been very generous in
sharing their local history with us," Halma says.

Regional events
Athletes on the Road
Can't make it to campus for a game?
Support the team when they play near you.
Columbia, Missouri
The Defenders play in the Columbia Classic in
Columbia, Missouri, on December 28-29.
Alberta, Canada
The Blades take on all comers in Alberta during their
winter tour-January 8-12.
We need you-if you're a former Blade living in Alberta,
up for strapping the blades hack on and laking to the ice
against the Blades. Contact Franklin Guillaume bye-mail
(frankguil/@hotmail.com)orphone:
780-475-8031.
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Sidney Halma is seen pointing out architectural details on a local Federal style house.

After Halma graduated from Dordt with a
degree in history education, he taught at Western
Christian High School. There he met his wife
Geri, and soon they both decided to pursue
further schooling.
Although museology was not his lifelong
goal-in fact he was drawn to it as a very practical matter, since after he finished graduate
school the job market for history teachers was
particularly poor-he says the job is very much
in line with what he originally wanted to do:
teach history.
"My work in museums and museology really
has a very close tie to the field of education," he
explains. "People in the classrooms educate by
way of textbooks, but in museums we use threedimensional, cultural objects to teach."
And he enjoys it.
"What I like most is the variety," Halma
says. "I'm challenged every day. Ienjoy teaching staff how to educate using three-dimensional
objects. Ienjoy the enthusiasm and the zeal of
interns who come in when they discover a
whole new world that they didn't know existed
in their field. And I learn new things every day
about American material culture."
The museum now has expanded its involvement in local history, sponsoring a publications
program that puts out an average of one title a
year (Halma himself has done some editing and
collaboration on the books). The museum is also
responsible for registering local sights for the
national historic register.
With all the growth the museum has seen,
Halma says it has a lot to offer for college
internships. He would love to get Dordt students
out to North Carolina to work with him. As he
talks about the museum, Halma's love of local
history is clear. It's something he enjoys sharing,
and he hopes interested students will contact
him.

You can see some
of the museum's holdings
at its web site:
http://www.catawbahistory.org

We have to be
on guard so museums

do

not

become

havens of the elite,

"

Friends of Dordt Dinners

Band-Jazz Band on Tour

We hope to see you at a Friends of Dordt dinner when
we come to your area. You can look forward to an evening
of great food and fellowship, along with the latest news
from Dordt and entertainment. You can check your checkbook at the door (these are not fund raising events), but
not your sense of camaraderie.
In Alberta:
November 2-lmrnanuel Christian High School,
Lethbridge
November 3-Mayfield Inn & Suites, Edmonton
In Ontario:
November 3O-Calvin Christian School, Hamilton
December I-London District Christian
Secondary School, London

There are not qttite 76 trombones in our band, but the
hometown of the "Music Man" is on the itinerary for the
band-jazz band winter tour. Take in a concert of stirring
music when the ensembles come to your area.
January9-Mason

City, Iowa

January IO-St. Paul, Minnesota
January II-Pease,

Minnesota

January I2~Prinsburg,

Minnesota

January 13-Worthington,

Minnesota

The tour also includes a number of school assemblies
along the route. Check the website for a complete listing.
www.dordt.edu/alumni
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Alumni notes
Daniel J__
.Netz ('74), principal at Pella
Christian Gr~e School, participated in the
second NationaLP;,rtilipals' Leadership Summit,
sp~n,sored by theJ:1'.-S.Department of Education.
Netz was selected for'his record of outstanding
leadership and commitment to education on state
and national levels.
{f

e-mail us
We never seem to have trouble
filling issues of the Voice, but
we'd still like to give you the
opportunity to offer your ideasstories you'd like to read about,
people you think could be
profiled, or even writers we might
consider using. Send your
suggestions and alumni news to
voice@dordt.edu or write Sally
Jongsma, Dordt College Voice,
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

Lloyd and Vicki (Veenstra) Vanderkwaak
('78, '78) live in Johnston, Iowa. Vicki recently
began work as a medical social worker at Mercy
Hospice Johnston and also works as the bereavement coordinator at the same facility. In addition,
Vicki works as a part-time family and marriage
therapist for Pine Rest of Central Iowa.
Len and June (Orange) Fakkema ('81,
ex '82) live in Ontario, California. Len is now
teaching and coaching at Ontario Christian High
School, after teaching in Washington for twenty
~ar& Hispitturt;.rtl0
appeared in the June 200 I
iSSU\Of NatiofwJ'~eoBraphic as part of a teacher's
~.u]Jha~ir;,'p~av~gated
Mt. Saint Helens in ten
days In August of 2000. He has worked with
National Geographic since 1994, teaching teachers
how to incorporate geography in the classroom.
June is currently working as a secretary for Steve
Russo, an evangelist in Rancho Cucamonga,
California.

Andrew and Karen (Byerly) Gorter ('83, '83)
live in Holland, Michigan. Karen received her
M.Ed. degree from Calvin College in Learning
Disabilities. She is an Education Support Services
teacher at Holland Christian.

Darryl and Shelly (Vos) De Ruiter ('86, ex

'88) live in Orange City, Iowa, with their three children, Derek, Morgan, and Jake. Darryl has been
hired as a full-time faculty member at Dordt
College, where he will be teaching in the HPER
department and coaching the men's soccer team.
Shelly works as a physical therapist.
Randall Epema (ex '87) was recently promoted
to Manager of Business Relations for Quixtar Inc.,
an e-commerce company. Randall will oversee a
team of employees who support Quixtar affiliated
IndeR~t.B~ss
6~ners. He lives in Grand

Rapids,'Michfgan.
~">1

./

David,;-WestraJex '87)has." een accepted into
the Cotkge of E\dif~'ation atihfUniversity
of
Saskatchewan.
Mike ('90) and Moe Moe Fennema currently
live in Aranyaprathet, Thailand. Every day Mike
crosses the border into Cambodia where he is the
Project Manager for ZOA Refugee Care, managing
an integrated rural development and reintegration
project for Cambodian refugees and internally displaced persons. Moe Moe stays at home, taking
care of Monica Joanne (2) and Maria Julia (three
months).
Jacklyon Fitzke ('91) lives in Lincoln,
Nebraska, where she works as a physician assistant
at Sutton Ryan Dermatology. She also teaches
physician assistant students at Union College. She
completed a master's degree in physician assistant
studies with a concentration in dermatology this
past year.
Dan Koole ('91) and his team built and
installed a Starbucks store at a Marriott hotel in S1.

Louis. Dan is also working on a custom version for
the Baltimore Airport and others in Cincinnati,
Toledo, Las Vegas, Taiwan, and Saudi Arabia. Dan
lives in Broomfield, Colorado, with his wife, Kim.

Doug and Julie (Vande Pol) Post ('92, ex '99)
live in Carmel, Iowa, with their daughter, Emily.
Doug became president of Interstates Engineering
on September 1, 2001. He began working with
Interstates in May of 1994 and became a shareholder in the fall of 2000. Some of his new responsibilities will include setting company direction,
vision, performance, and marketing.
Lee and Tammy (Dirksen, '93) Lambert moved
to Forest City, Iowa. Lee is an American Family
Insurance agent, and Tammy stays home to care for
their two boys.
Ralph (ex '93) and Marian Staal moved to
Marshallville, Ohio. Ralph works as a dairy operation manager at a 3000-cow dairy farm, while
Marian stays at home with their three children,
Jordan (5), Rachel (4), and Janelle (nine months).
Grace (Greidanus ex '94) Strom recently
received her Ph.D. in organometallic chemistry at
the University of Alberta. Grace and her husband,
Graham, live in Edmonton, Alberta, where she is an
assistant professor at The King's University
College.
Robert and Julie (Scheffer, '95) Hager live in
Belgrade, Montana. Rob works as the shop foreman for a trucking company, and Julie works as a
secretary and writes hunting stories for various
magazines. In their spare time they hunt, fish, hike,
snowmobile and ride their ATY.

Alumni spotlight

Smits' farm uses anaerobic manure digester to keep
their community clean and protect the environment
Ten miles northwest of Waupun, Wisconsin,

Sonya Jongsma Knauss

the 620-cow Double S Dairy covers about 1500
ancy (Hoffmann, ,87) Smits and her

N

husband, Dan, are preparing to tryout a
unique form of manure stewardship.
The Smits, who own the Double S Dairy near
Waupun, Wisconsin,

with Dan's

brother Steve, who attended
Dordt in 1995, are building and
installing

an anaerobic

manure

airtight, munici-

A manure digester is a big concrete pit that
"digests" manure. Smits hired an engineer to
design one for the farm. Manure goes into the pit,

manure in order to generate
electricity.
Nancy works part-time as the
bookkeeper for the farm's operations, along with volunteering at

degrees in an airtight environment for twenty-one
days. While it sits, it creates gas. The gas is piped
to a motor, and the motor runs a generator. Alliant

our farm a good place for us to live and a good
place for our community? How can we keep it
clean and how can we keep our water clean? What
can we do to promote
farming but also protect
the environment?"
According to Dan,
manure digesters were

around in the late 60s
and 70s, but then
seemed to disappear
from the farming scene.
He's not sure why, but
he thinks it makes sense

to bring them back.

which measures 60 by 106 feet, and is kept at 100

Energy, the local utility company, is providing the
motor and generator and doing upkeep on them.
According to Trvan Possin, the dairy and live-

stock agent for Fond du Lac County in
Wisconsin,

naturally-occurring

and all its parts. The dairy estimates it will pump
five million gallons of cow manure into the
digester per year.
The digester, if it works as planned, will create enough heat to heat the farm's milking parlor
and the shop and to dry the manure.
"We use sand for bedding right now, and it's
great for the cows but it's really hard to work
with, settles out of your manure pit, and is hard
on your equipment," Dan says. "Dry manure
isn't hard on the equipment, and it's good for the
cows because sometimes bacteria can be found
in the sand."
After the manure is heated, it is almost "pure."
''There's

bacteria break

down the manure. In an extension

the cost of building and installing the digester

news column,

he explains how plug-flow digesters-like
of the Double S Dairy-work.

that

"The manure enters into a mixing tank before
going into the digester and decomposes as it
moves through. Hot pipes circulate hot water off
the engine manifold to keep the temperature at

95-105," he explains. The manure then forms a
thick, sticky material called a plug, and passes
through the digester in about twenty days. The
methane is piped out.
After the twenty-one days in the digester, the
manure enters a separator. From there, the liquids are pumped to a manure lagoon, and the
solids are dried. The Smits plan to use the dried
manure for bedding instead of sand, and they

no e-coli-there

is supposedly

nothing that can grow in the dry compost,"
Nancy says. "It's almost like it's pasteurized."
Manure used to just go
and get spread on the land.
lived in a rural area knows,
dairy farms their trademark
change with the digester.

to the manure lagoon
As anyone who has
this is what gives
odor. But that could

"The manure is supposed

to have ninety per-

cent less odor after it goes through the digester
and dryer," Nancy says. Dan isn't so sure about

that figure, but he says it at least should have
less odor.
Dan doesn't think the digester will be a big
money-maker, but he thinks in time it will pay
for itself. The fann will no longer have to spend
$26,000 per year for sand for bedding, and their
facilities

will be heated for free. Some farmers

hope to sell any dry manure they don't use to
other farmers for bedding.

who are building digesters

The cement portion of the digester is complete, and the next step is to put the motor into a

something that people

"We sell methane to Alliant, and they make
the electricity," Dan explained. "They say
they'll be able to use the methane we produce to

start using again," he

generate enough electricity for 133 homes,"

building and build some piping outside the
digester. They hope to finish the project by early

says.

Nancy says.

December.

"With the current focus
on renewable energy,
they're going to be

14 Voice

pleting the manure digester-an
pal-grade wastewater processor.

digester, which will allow them
to trap the methane produced by

Waupun Christian School where
she used to teach. She says some
Dan and Nancy (Hoffmann, '87) Smits and their
of the questions that went into
children live in Waupun, Wisconsin.
making the decision to build a
manure digester were, "What can we do to make

Putting in the manure digester will also benefit the Smits'
neighbors and community.

acres of land, most of which is used to grow feed
for the animals. This year, the Smits are taking on
an expansion project that includes adding 300
cows, building a new milking parlor, and com-

The Smits haven't finalized an energy contract with Alliant, but they estimate the sale of
methane will only cover about forty percent of

/

have gotten grants,

but he says they didn't apply for one,
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Future Defenders -------

Dordt alums met at the grand opening of SoiCom, a computer solutions company owned by Dordt board of
trustee member, Marvin Addink (third from right). He was joined by Dave Rosenboom ('85, second from
right) the president of US Bank in Sioux-Falls and a member of the Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce.
Amy Ooms ('95) will move from her home in
South Holland to Guinea, Africa. She will teach
missionary children with Christian Reformed
World Missions.
JelT and Karen (Zylstra) De Boer ('95, '96)
live in Gamer, Iowa. This past spring, Jeff was
ordained into the ministry and is now serving as
pastor at Peace Reformed Church in Garner. He
had the privilege of baptizing their infant son two
days after his ordination. Karen stays home with
their son, Josiah.
Chris Van Ginkel ('95) recently became a
captain on thirty-seven and fifty seat twin engine
turboprop airplanes. Chris flies for Piedmont
Airlines, which operates up and down the East
Coast. He lives in Ruckersville, Virginia.
Jeremy and Kathy (Schippers) Baas ('96, ex
'99) live in Holland, Michigan. Jeremy works for
Landscape Design Inc. Kathy works part-time at
Shoemaker Heating and Cooling and also stays
home with their son, Gerrit (nine months).
Kristin Anderson ('0 I) is
beginning a three-year
assignment with the Mennonite
Central Committee in Cairo,
Egypt, where she will teach
English as a Second Language.

In Memory
Mike and Shelly (Ruls. '94) Ash lost their
daughter, Riley Jade, shortly before birth.
Jeremy and Tanya (Vanden Bosch) Huygen
('98, ex '99) lost their son, Kaleb, to SIDS. He
was two and a half months old.
Tristan Scott, son of Michael and Melinda
(Conklin) Flikkema ('96, '96), died peacefully in
his sleep on October 3,2001. He was nine and a
half months old.

Marriages
Matthew Vas and Lisa L. De Vries ('94), 3/25/00
Dan Vander Beek and Heather Schreur ('96),
5/5/01
Brian Barley and Amy Brouwer ('98), 717101
Matt Mellema ('99) and Kristin Boogerd
(ex '00),5/26/01
Nick Noteboom ('99) and Maria Flikkema
('99),6115/01
Roger Smit ('99) and Jodi Broere, 10/19/0 I
J.D. Smith and Heather E. Williams ('99), 717101
Jason Clapp ('99) and Ranee A. Westra (ex '(0),
Matthew Zieske ('99) and Holli Nunnikhoven
('01),6/9/01

Mark Your Calendar for

Homecoming

J..O.02

February

1 & 2

Basketball
Kids Carnival
Alumni Recital
-Pamela

Ruiter-Feenstra

'83

Contemporary
Christian
Music Concert
-Dave

&

Jo

dy

Van

Kley

'84

Defender Gold
Club sponsors
second annual
golf tournament
this summer
Top: Runners-up- Van Heuvelen, Koolma, Vanden
Top, and Vogel.
Bottom: wlnners-Altena, Visser, Snieder, and
Kempema

T

he Defender Gold Club held their
second annual golf tournament on

Koob and Ruth (Roemmich, '80) Borgeling, Anna Ruth, 8/9/00
Paul ('82) and Jan Kleinwolterink,
Dylan John, 3/21101
Darryl ('83) and Jody Kragt, Joshua, 7/20/01
Mick and Judy (Van Gelder) Vanden Bosch ('85, ex'87), Ciana Jo, 9111101
Erick and Sue (Werkhoven) Alberts ('86, '87), Mackenzie Chris, 7/2/2001
Dean and Sharla (Elbers) Broersma ('86, '86), Emily Grace, 9120/00.
Andrew and Janet (Banstra) Dreise ('86, '88), Matthew Stephen, 717101
Jim ('86) and Julie Richards, Joanna Marie, 9122/00
Ed and Dehhie (Gietema) Groot ('87, '90), Jacob Frederick, 4/5/01
Dean and Lisa (Westerveld, '87) Kuiper, Benjamin Dean, 5/27/01
Jim and Lisa (Ruisch) Kuiper ('87, '87), Amy Janelle, 6/29/01
Tony and Judith (Van Dyk, '87) Van Berkel, Bianca Rose, born 617101, adopted 618/01
David and Kim (Kooi) Hubers (' 88, '91), Dane Earl Samuel, 611110I
Mark and Shannon (Ahrenholz) Niemeyer ('89, '92), Isaac Noah, 9/4/01
Dave and Rachele (Brower) Rylaarsdam ('89, '89), Simon Cornelius, 6/2/01
Ed and Darlene (De Jong) Van Dellen ('89, '91), Kienna Nicolem, Kayden Morgan,
and Kyatt Benjamin, 5/5/01
Scoll and Pam (Kooiman) Koelewyn ('90, '90), Taylor Nicole, 2/19/0 I
Leon and Melissa (Zylstra, '90), Nathaniel Lee, 5111/01
Randy and Julie (Van Houweling, ex'91) Horstman, Jillian Grace, 9/9/00
Kevin ('91) and Kristin Jansma, Hannah Jean, 6/26/0 I
Ed and Fran (Ton) Kronemeyer ('91, '92), MacKenzie Erica, 6121/01
JelT ('91) and Rachel Runia, Mason John, 4/1 7/01
Dan and Vickie (Broek) Steenhoek ('91, '95), Ashley Nicole, 2/3/0 I
Jason Young and Lisa Kollis-Young ('91), Allison Leigh, 5/23/01
Steve and Angela (Hegeman) Zwart ('91, '91), Alizabeth Annaye, 12/18/00
Jason and Joy (Visser, '92) De Smit, Ashley Gayle, 3/31100
Tony and Diane (Van Rees, '92) Jetter, Austin James, 2/2010 I
Greg ('92) and Janell Pennings, adopted Parker Jay, 8/8/01
Joel and Cyndi (Luttjeboer) Keen ('93, '93), Emma Juliana, 6/15/01
Lee and Tammy (Dirksen, '93) Lambert, Micah Lee, 4/5/01
Myron and Jodi (De Ronde, '93) Schotanus, Richard Jacob and Serena Jaelyn, 3114/01
Steve and Nancy (Van Der Jagt, '93) De Jong, Anneke Jean, 7/13/01
Steve and TilTany (Hoskins) Van Zee ('93, '94), Anna Elizabeth, 8/1101
Steven ('93) and Jolene Workhoven, Jakob Steven, 6128/01
Tom and Tanya (Watts) Broers ('94, '95), Elizabeth Autumn, 7130/01
Paul and Staphanie (Carlson) DeBoer ('94, '94), William Carlson, 10/21/00
Tim and Laurie (Meinders, ex '94) Twit, adopted Hannah Kathleen, 1116/01
Kurt and Marlene (Yoder, '94) Schimke, Zoe Anneliese, 6/14/01
Darryl ('94) and Karen Ten Pas, Katelyn Jo, 5/30101
Paul and Irene (Ton) Brandsma ('95, '95), Cassandra Lyn, 6124/01
JelT and Karen (Zylstra) De Boer ('95, '96), Josiah Charles, 5/1 7/0 I
JelT and Kathy De Koter ('95), William Gerrit, 5/28/01
Robert and Julie (Scheffer, '95) Hager, Heidi Sue, 5/5/01
Travis and Amy (Rozeboom) Hanenhurg ('95, '95), Seth Michael, 12/9/00
Scott and Kristin (Vander Plaats, '95) Shippy, Peter Orris, 4/24/01
Peter and Valerie (Hultink, ex '95) Ton, Peter Isaac, 5115/0 I
Chad and Sue (Vanden Brink) Villenbogaard
('95, ex '96), Alyssa Joy, 6/19/0 I
Mark and Paula (Clapp) Van Dam ('95, '92), Jacob William, 4/28/01
Tim and Sharletta (Postma) Vander Pol ('95, '95), Abigail Lynn, 4/21/01
Paul aud Amy (Kingma) Anema ('96, '96), Taylor Raeann, 3123/01
Jeremy and Kathy (Schippers) Baas ('96, ex '99), Gerrit Jon, 1120/0 I
Marco and Diane (Poortinga) Boonstoppel ('96, '97), Lucas Mark, 6/26/01
Dau and Kerri (Brill) De Zwaan ('96, '96), Jonah Daniel, 9118/01
Rob and Sonya (Timmermans)
Faber ('96, '95), Ross Jesse, 6/11/01
Vince ('96) and Shannon Hursh, Morgan Elizabeth, 517101
Todd and Cindy (Fox, '96) Neis, Trenton James, 1217100
Mark and Becky (Bartels) Raymon ('96, '96), Gerrett Theodore, 5/6/01
Michael and Jocelyn (Heggers) Van De Griend ('96, '97), Ishmael Ames, 2117/01
Jeremy and Kimher (Bleeker) Vau Essen ('96, '97), Shane Jeremiah, 2115/01
Darrick and Jennifer (Gutierrez, '97) Hays, Micah Allen, 2/8/01
Dan and Sonya (Jongsma, '97) Knauss, Claire Susan, 4/11/01
Eric and Jamie (Mouw) Netjes ('97, '98), Emma Lynn, 8/27/01
Joseph and Nicole (De Waard, '97) Savage, Andrew Michael, 9/24/01
Dave ('97) and Libby TeGrotenhuis, Abby Mae, 5/24/01
James and Tammy (Pool, ex '97) Van Rooyen, Nicole Alexandria, 1/11101
Mike and Jill (Hayes) Veenstra ('97, '97), Grace Evelyn, 5/15/2001
Pieter and Andrea (Schaap) Westerbeek ('98, '98), Jocelyn McKenna, 3/5/01
Michael and Jessica (Radsma) Ten Haken ('98, '98), Bethany Elise, 6/25/01
Calen and Heather (Spoelstra) Moerman ('98, '99), Lucas Jay, 8121101
Brad and Beth (Jansma, '99) Rip, Brennan James, 3/14/01

CORRESPONDENCE

CLIPPING

We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are doing and what kinds of
events are happening in your life. Please fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Alumni Association, Dordt College, 498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 or
e-mail voice@dordt.edu.

Friday, June 8 at the Sandy Hollow
Golf Course in Sioux Center, Iowa.
The event was sponsored by People's Bank

D

Marriage

D

D

In Memoriam

D Alumni News

and Trust, Snicder Insurance & Financial
Group, and The Towne House Restaurant.
It
was held as a fundraiser for the Dordt athletic
department.

Name
year

Future Defenders

o Address

Change

_
Address

_

News llems/Suggeslion(s)

_

Seventy-one people participated in this
four-person best ball event. Thirteen under par
was the winning score shot by Kelly Snieder,
Doug Kempema, Jeff Visser, and Rick Altcna.
The runners-up were Dayton Vogel, Brad Van
Heuvelen, Don Vanden Top, and Mark
Kooima, with a score of ten under par.

Fall 2001

/

Voice 15

I~~

�

:..J

::'i

~u,

Z

:« :J

jr,Ll

~I~~
~.....l
~.....l

:0
~--'7

jU

}
..

~O
............. :0:::

:0
jO

E Ec, E0..

Ee, Ec,

ci.

000
000

88

-0 00 ~

r-. ..0 00

~

v;.J:Jo

............
M

~

L

;'I;
M

00

~

~

N

~

N

.J
rIl

............
........
-<

h

~
~
~

5g .t::~

rIl

E

c:i.
"'0

~'"
~\O

o..c:

=

UU

Q"

§
U

E E E

c, c, ci.

E E E

ci. ci. 0..

000

000

~

r-

'" ~'" c=--:
'"

'" '"
r:-: '"
00

~'"

o

~~

~ ~ ~

'"

/

\0

'"

...~

